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Chapter Ten

Reporting on Migration
and Representation of Migrants
in Kazakh and Russian Media

Marlan Negizbayeva

INTRODUCTION

Mass migration can be classified as a traumatic social change on a historical
scale (Mukomel 2007, 142). Russian and Western scholars note that there is
neither unity in understanding the essence of migration issues nor a unified
approach to studying it (Zayonchkovskaya, Molodikova, and Mukomel 2007,
5). International migration flows are formed under the influence of various
reasons, among which economic motivations are predominant (Aleshkovsky
and Iontsev 2008, 81). At the end of the nineteenth and the beginning of the
twentieth century, scholars identified economic factors as the primary reason
for migration: in search of a better life, migrants left for countries with better
economic conditions. However, human migration due to political upheaval
and conflict is rapidly accelerating (Greenwood and Thomson 2020, 140),
which contributes to the migration crisis in Europe and elsewhere, emphasiz-
ing how global migration is taking on a political character.

Integration and globalization presuppose that the local society will accept
migrants as equals, not as potential threats. Babaev (2018), researcher of
population migration at the Institute of Economics and Demography of the
National Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Tajikistan, believes that
migration “can be a creative economic and social force that causes an influx
of dynamic workers, development of the economy and society, and enrich-
ment of the culture” and that it can bring “especially tangible benefits to the
countries with an ageing population and lack of labor resources.”

However, illegal migration has become a challenge to local communi-
ties; its scale and possible consequences can become a serious threat to
international and regional stability as well as sustainable development of
states (Morgun 2004, 61). Despite these negative aspects, the director of the
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Institute for Migration Policy notes, “migration does not need to be stopped,
migration needs to be managed” (Gulina 2019).

Media plays a special role in these conditions. It serves as a double com-
municator by providing information about the host country for migrants
while shaping the perception of the migrant image for the local population.
Greenwood calls media “orienting devices” with “profound implications for
how migrants are regarded on both the individual as well as the collective
levels” (Greenwood and Thomson 2020, 140). Thus, the media’s role and
responsibility in regulating migration processes is often expected to be in
explaining the laws and rules of labor migration, objectively informing about
migration processes and events related to it, as well as portraying migrants in
an unbiased manner.

This chapter is based on the content analysis of major Kazakh and Russian
print media, as well as information platforms that are aimed to determine
the tone of published material about migrants. The author also refers to the
research works by Skrebtsova (2007), Grishina (2010), Ablazhei (2012), and
Bazina (2015) on the coverage of migration and representation of migrants
images in Russian media.

BACKGROUND CONTEXT

Migration processes are interlinked in the case of Kazakhstan and Russia. The
geopolitical location of these two neighboring states, the imbalance in devel-
opment in the region, the transit component of the territory of Kazakhstan and
Russia, and the complex interethnic composition of the countries contribute
to the active development of migration flows.

Russia’s large territory shares land borders with Kazakhstan, China, Mon-
golia, Ukraine, Finland, Belarus, Abkhazia, South Ossetia, Georgia, Estonia,
Azerbaijan, Lithuania, Latvia, Poland, Norway, and North Korea (Geography
2020). It is a multinational state with more than 190 nationalities and a popu-
lation of 146,748,590 people (http://www.statdata.ru/).

Kazakhstan, located in the center of the Eurasian continent, shares borders
with Russia, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan and China. The country
has historically been a territory of continuous migration. This was due to the
nomadic lifestyle of the Kazakhs. Kazakhstan today is a state with a multi-
ethnic composition, where more than 120 peoples live. According to the State
Committee on Statistics, the population of the country as of January 1, 2020,
is 18,632,169 (Ministry of National Economy of the Republic of Kazakhstan
2020).
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