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Preventing threats of terrorism and religious
extremism in CA: The experience of European
countries

Kuravray Bajzakowa

Religious radicalisation has beeome a pardicularly eritical issue in many
countries as extremist organisatlons, always more numerous, involve
young people in the orbir of cheir influence and ateract them into their
activities, thus murning the youth into part of their social base. This chap-
tet analyses and com pares models and experiences of combaring religious
radicalism, exeremism and terrorism in prominent countries, in order
o identify effective examples. Central Asian countries share with the
European Union a common interest in the held of regional and inver-
narional security, as illustrated by the geopolitical pluralism of the 2019
MNew EU Straregy for Central Asia. The bi-regional partnership in this
area includes cooperation with the UN Plan of Action ro Prevent Yielent
Extremism. Kazalchstan's experience in cooperating with International
arganisations demonstrares the need 1o establish comprehensive contaces,
aot only military-political ones, but also humanitardan interacon, in
order t prevent the spread of radicalism.

Ceneral Astan countries, thirty years on alter thesr independence, con-
thue facing a wide range of regional securiry fsues that directly impacy
the stability and sustainable development of each country separarely
and thar of the region as a whole. CA countries are undergoing serlous
political and socio-economic rransformarions aimed at modernising the
traditignally oriental stare and sociery, Their marked industrial develop-
ment, slowed down by the global pandemic, is accompanied by changes
in the societal organisation and seructure due o urbanisation and the
breakdown of raditional ries, by the paliticisation af religion, which in
turn alters the political life in CA and the regional security system. As o
Razakheran, threars of rerrorism and of religious extremism appear muach
more relevane in the context of the January 2022 evenrs






