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Part 1

LITERATURE

Reading
e

Geoffrey Chaucer (1342-1400)

The greatest writer of the 14" century was Geoffrey Chaucer. He
was born in London, soon after the Hundred Years’ War broke out. His
father John Chaucer was relatively wealthy being a wine merchant. At
seventeen Geoffrey became a page to the wife of Prince Lionel, the
son of King Edward III. He lived in London and in Kent, surviving
the Black Death, the French wars, the Peasants’ Revolt, and Richard’s
deposition by Henry IV.

Chaucer’s writing reveals nothing of his personal life. His mother
married three times. He himself married Philippa, daughter of a Flem-
ish knight.

When he was 20, he was in France as an esquire, on a military
operation in which he was taken prisoner. The king paid 16 pounds
towards his ransom. Thus, Geoffrey became a king’s man, a profes-
sional royal servant, holding a series of posts, including Collector of
Customs and Clerk of the King’s Works. His name occurs four hun-
dred times in the records, not as a poet.

He was also a diplomat, who travelled on the king’s business,
often to France on a mission connected with a peace-treaty. He went
once to Spain, and made three journeys to Italy which made a deep
impression on him. The purpose of his visit to Italy in 1372 was to
negotiate with the Doge of Genoa a port entry in England for Genoese
merchants. He is reported to have met Petrarch in Italy.
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4. [TucbMEHHOCTD HO3BOIAET IPEON0NIECBATE 3TH TPYAHOCTH 1 06-
IATECA CKBO3b HPOCTPAHCTBO U BpeMs.
5.
. Hecomuenno, uto mpexae wem OIHO CAMHCTBEHHOE CIIOBO
mcg HAIICAHO, OHO GECCYETHOE YHCIIO Pas ObLTO MIPOU3HECEHO
TaHaH. Becbma manoseposttHo, uto OIHAXABI YTPOM OAMH U3 HAIIHX
TIUBBIX HPENKOB IPOCHYICS
U pemmna u3o0pe -
T PECTH IHChMEH
. 7. B OTIHYHE 0T COBPEMEHHBIX THCHMEHHRIX CHCTeM Kaxk1as Kap-
HKa MM TTHKTOTPaMMa SIBJISCTCS HEMOCPEACTBEHHBIM u300pakeHu-
€M JaHHOTO TIpeMeTa.
8. [lepBonauanbuEie GOpMbI MUCHMa He HMEITH HETIOCPEICTBEHHO
TIPSAMOro OTHOIUEHHS K YCTHOM pedn.
. 9. Kak TompKO0 IIMKTOrpamMMa ObliIa MPHHATa KAk oToOpakeHue
PEOMETa, €€ 3HaYCHHUE PACIIHPHIIOCH 10 CBOMCTE H XapaKTEePHCTHK
STOrO NPEAMETA UM KOHIICTIUHIA, CBI3AHHDBIX C HUM.
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