LECTURE 1
Stylistics as a branch of general linguistics
The object of stylistics
Stylistics was recognized as a branch of general linguistics in the 1950s. 

For some period of time stylistics has been considered “a developing and controversial field of study” (D. Crystal and D.Davy) and the scope of its study and the diversity of research methodology are a matter of concern to scholars representing different schools and directions of science.

Linguistics is defined by D.Crystal as the academic discipline that studies language scientifically, and stylistics, as a part of this discipline, studies certain aspects of language variation. 

According to scholars, stylistics studies the principles and the effect of choice and usage of different language elements in rendering thought and emotion under different conditions of communication. 

These issues include:
1) the aesthetic function of language;

2) expressive means of language;

3) synonymous ways of rendering one and the same idea;

4) emotional coloring in language;

5) a system of devices called stylistic devices;

6) the splitting of the literary language into separate systems called style;

7) the interrelation between language and thought;

8) the individual manner of an author in making use of language. 

Prof. I.R. Galperin states that stylistics deals mainly with two interdependent tasks connected with the investigation of the inventory of special language media which by their ontological features secure the desirable effect of the utterance and certain types of texts (discourse) which due to the choice and arrangement of language means are distinguished by the pragmatic aspect of the communication.

The special media of language which by their ontological features secure the desirable effect of the utterance are called the stylistic devices (SD) and expressive means (EM). 

The types of texts that are distinguished by the pragmatic aspect of communication are called functional styles of language (FS). 

Thus, stylistics is a branch of linguistics that studies various functional styles and expressive means and devices of language. Apart from that some linguists apply the term “stylistics” to the study of stylistic peculiarities of the language of the work of fiction. 
Branches of stylistics  

According to the type of stylistic research scholars distinguish several branches of stylistics. 

The most important division is the differentiation between literary stylistics and lingua-stylistics. 

Both of them study the common ground of:

a) the literary language from the point of view of variability,

b) the idiolect (individual speech) of a writer,

c) poetic speech that has its own specific laws.

The difference between them proceeds from the different points of analysis. While lingua-stylistics studies functional styles (in their development and current state) and the linguistic nature of the expressive means of the language, their systematic character and their functions; literary stylistics is focused on the composition of the work of art, various literary genres and the author’s views and outlook.

Comparative stylistics is connected with the contrastive and/or comparative study of stylistic characteristics of more than one language (e.g., English and French, English and Russian, English and Kazakh, etc.). It aims at analyzing the key concepts of stylistics taking into consideration the corresponding information from two or more languages, attempting to explain the existing differences and similarities in style between languages.  It is connected with the theory of translation contributing to   a better and in-deep knowledge and understanding of specific stylistic characteristics of languages. 

Decoding stylistics is the trend in stylistics that employs the knowledge of such sciences as information theory, psychology, linguistics, literary studies, history of art, etc. It regards the aesthetic value of the text based on the interaction of specific textual elements, stylistic devices and compositional structure in delivering the author’s message. This branch of stylistics helps the reader in understanding of a literary work by explaining (decoding) the information that may be encoded by the writer and hidden from immediate view. 
When the text is analyzed from the decoding point of view (the reader’s angle), it is necessary to take the maximum information from the text itself (its vocabulary, composition, sentence arrangement, etc.).  If we analyze the text from the encoding point of view (the writer’s angle) we should pay attention to the epoch, the historical situation, and personal, political, social and aesthetic views of the author. The first approach is connected mostly with the linguistic analysis, the second approach deals with the literary analysis.

Decoding stylistics is an attempt to harmoniously combine the two methods of stylistic analysis and enable the scholar to interpret a work of art with a minimum loss of its purport and message. 
Such linguists as R.Jackobson, L.V.Shcherba, B.A.Larin and I.V.Arnold greatly contributed to the development of this branch of stylistics. 

Functional Stylistics investigates functional styles, i.e. special sublanguages or varieties of the national language.  In the English literary standard linguists distinguish the following major functional styles: belles-lettres style, publicist style, newspaper style, scientific style, official style. Each FS may be characterized by a number of distinctive features, leading or subordinate, constant or changing, obligatory or optional.

Stylistic Lexicology studies the semantic structure of the word and the interrelation (interplay) of the connotative and denotative meanings of the word, as well as the interrelation of the stylistic connotations of the word and the context. 

Stylistic Phonetics (Phonostylistics) is engaged in the study of style-forming phonetics features of the text. It describes the prosodic features of prose and poetry and variants of pronunciation in different types of speech (colloquial or oratory). 

Stylistic Grammar comprises Stylistic Morphology and Stylistic Syntax. 
Stylistic Morphology is interested in the stylistic potentials of specific grammatical forms and categories, such as the number of the noun, or the peculiar use of tense forms of the verb, etc.

Stylistic Syntax is one of the oldest branches of stylistic studies that grew out of classical rhetoric. The material in question lends itself readily to analysis and description. Stylistic syntax has to do with the expressive order of words, types of syntactic links (asyndeton, polysyndeton), figures of speech (antithesis, chiasmus, etc.). It also deals with bigger units from paragraph onwards. 
Stylistics and other linguistic disciplines
Stylistics is closely connected with such disciplines as phonetics, lexicology and grammar due to the common source of study. 

Stylistics interacts with semasiology which is a branch of linguistics whose area of study is that of meaning. Meaning is not attached to the level of the word only, but it correlates with morphemes, phrases and texts. This is very challenging since practically all stylistic effects are based on the interplay between different kinds of meaning on different levels. 

Onomasiology is usually defined as the branch of lexicology that departs from a concept or a referent and asks for the names bestowed to it by different speech communities. It is the theory of naming dealing with the choice of words when naming or assessing some object or phenomenon. In stylistics we often have to do with a transfer of nominal meaning in a text (antonomasia, metaphor, metonymy, etc.).   
Questions for Discussion
1. What is the object of study of stylistics?

2. Speak on the two interdependent tasks stylistics deals with. 

3. What are the main branches of stylistics?
4. What is the difference between literary stylistics and lingua-stylistics?
5. Speak on the differences between the decoding and encoding approaches to the text analysis. 
6. Dwell on the links of stylistics with other branches of linguistics.
