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MIDDLE CLASS IN THE NEW SOCIAL STRUCTURE OF KAZAKHSTANI
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ABSTRACT

Over the past few years, the political, economic and social situation in Kazakhstan 
has changed a lot. Kazakhstan has managed to create an enabling environment for 
private sector development and attracting foreign direct investment, through decisive 
reforms in the economic and financial sectors, which led to the development o f energy 
and oil & gas sectors. Within twenty years of independence the country has risen to a 
very high level of economic and today is an example of a successful transition among

Nowadays in the conditions of the stable development of Kazakhstan's economy, 
the problem of formation and development of the middle class is very important and 
urgent. The government relies on the predominance of the middle class in society, 
which is regarded as a "comfort class", which provides political and social stability in 
the developed countries of the world. As a result of this perspective, the creating an 
enabling environment for a further successful development of the middle class is one of 
the main priorities of social and economic policy in Kazakhstan.

This article presents some results of a sociological research conducted in April 
2013 with the support of the Centre of Sociological Research and Social Engineering in 
Almaty, Kazakhstan in order to determine the values and economic strategies of 

^akhstan middle class. Sampling is a multistage quota, reflecting a representative 
ality of the demographic structure of the city. Along with the quantitative survey, 20 

mida? 'nterv*ews were conducted. The authors developed an approach to allocate the 
* class of Kazakhstan; also, in this article authors provided the evaluation and 

№  of the values of the middle-class representatives. 
t|gy | 8eneral, summing up approaches presented in this study, it can be noted that 

9° the broader definition of middle class. In this case, to the middle class are 
and thUs h °Se "'hose needs appear above basic human needs such as food and clothing, 
skillful u as ®ecessary resources and the intention to raise living standard thanks to the 

their knowledge and skills.
Jtazakhsta art'°*e was prepared within the project 1790 / GF4 "The new social structure 
bevu„. . 1 Society anH the nrlnntix Яа, jl,

sPothght of politicians, and scientists (socioloeists. political scientists

the CIS.

• twiddle class, social structure, Kazakhstan, criteria for determination

Problem of formation of middle class in the modem Kazakhstani

However, as in Kazakhstani science there is no clear idea of
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criteria for allocation the middle class, and thus questions about its presence in t(,e 
social space, its size and composition, education and life strategies remain discussible 

Therefore giving a specific definition of borders of the middle class or describing 
its representatives is very difficult process. There are many different approaches f0r 
determining the middle class. It is possible to try defining a middle class by income 
education level or socio-professional categories. But, at the same time, these approaches 
separately are not satisfactory to explain such complex social totality as the middle 
class. It seems logical to use a complex of certain criteria related to ability of the middle 
class to normally perform associated functions, including stabilization of the socio
political situation, the role of the main economic “donor”, including function of a 
“provider” of highly skilled workforce and major taxpayer, as well as a function of 
dissemination of new socio-economic and socio-cultural practices, and a carrier of the 
national culture and values [1].

Usually a combination of a set of objective and subjective criteria is used 
Objective criterion is based on a set of attributes that do not depend on the opinion of 
the individual. Besides such attributes as the characteristics of the socio-professional 
status (non-physical nature of the work) and the level of well-being (indicators of 
permanent income, average monthly per capita income, the amount of accumulated 
savings, the level o f property provision or the amount of consumer durables), a level of 
education is included here. Subjective criterion is based on the "self-identification" - the 
opinion of society members regarding their affiliation with a social layer. This approach 
covers at least the most basic characteristics of the middle class and acts not only as a 
purely descriptive approach, but also takes into account such important criteria as self- 
identification of a person [2].

Criteria of determination of middle class: Most of experts agree that the j 
material well-being is an important indicator for inclusion to the middle class; family 
must have a certain level of stable earnings to be included in the middle class. Level of J  
these earnings in large cities of Kazakhstan should be between 500 to 1500 U.S. dollars I 
per person, thus being distributed into different layers inside the middle class.

Expert 1: “Families, where per capita income is about $1500 and the lower part0 
the middle class is defined by per capita income of $500. These boundaries are vaH 
fluid, they are specific to each Kazakhstan region or one or another group of clties' vej e  
the middle class not only income is important, but also a lifestyle, a feeling is f  
important”.

Experts are also unanimous about the existence of integral classifications, “л  
the combination of characteristics such as income, education, housing, Pr0 1 
status and etc. allows individuals to refer to a certain class. .flr tllaii

Expert 2: “Income, education, social status. This is the general criteria я 
countries”. _ nCe c

Expert 3: “Criteria for the middle class: ... higher education, the p 1 
housing, and the constant professional work, the average steady income. |aSS 

Within the approach following criteria for determining the middi 
selected: e a '6’1

- The level of well-being, formed by the presence of permanent m ^  ellis 
monthly per capita income indicators and other indirect indicators (num еСоЛ 
consumer durables the amount of savings). The level of well-being in c0, 
conditions is determined by current income combined with the vvn

pip1If*
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tangible assets. In this respect, the use of a wide range of material and property 
indicators reduces the likelihood of errors.

It is a permanent stable income gives the opportunity to individuals to feel 
stability and allows planning the future. Also, to assign an individual to the middle-class 
indicators of monthly income per family member for the last 6 months should constitute 
more than 5.3 living wages for Almaty (according to the law of Republic of Kazakhstan 
"On republican budget for 2013-2015"); this is more than 100 thousand KZT ($280) per 
jnonth per family member. Experts stressed that the important thing is not the size of 
this income but constancy, which guarantees the preservation of property and social 
status. Also it is taken into consideration a presence of indirect signs of well-being: the 
amount of savings, self-evaluation of family material situation, and the availability of 
consumer durables. One of the important features of the middle class is that the 
members of this class have an opportunity to accumulate certain funds, and they, unlike 
the poor, have a plan on how to use the accumulated funds. However, it should also be 
noted that the middle class may have limitations, and they cannot afford expensive 
luxuries, unlike the rich. If at least one of these criteria is present an individual is 
included to the middle class in terms of welfare.

Г  - Characteristics of the socio-professional status (the criterion of non-physical 
nature of work). In this approach a non-physical nature of the work is used as a criterion 
for getting into the middle class. Socio-professional status in a class society is a marker 
of certain structural positions. This allows separating the structural position of the 
middle class from the position of lower class. Fluctuations of professional status are 
allowed, but the basic income should be the result o f professional activity, but 
secondary sources o f income of the middle class may vary.

First of all, intellectual labour representatives requiring specialized higher 
education should be counted among middle class. Also, the fact that a manager 
Profession has one of the leading positions is indicative. This concept includes a number 

management and other functions, and is an indicator of formation of middle class in 
e western tradition. Naturally, the self-employed people and entrepreneurs are also 

■Jwed to middle class on the socio-professional status. This part constitutes 
P*tJdu°naHy Bjocated the old middle class, which has ownership of the means of 

ctl°n, but which does not use a hired labour on a large scale.
Level of education (presence of at least a basic higher education (bachelor 
' | orcL'r to occupy social professional positions that are characteristic for it, the 

ItBerate ^  s*10u*t* he characterized by the presence of human capital that is able to 
4 sh(ik,an utcome. In order to measure this characteristic, the level of education with a 
Ho hav Va'UC "Presencc of basic higher education” is used. This allows selecting those 
W c  c relatively advanced professional skills, consequently have a corresponding 

al|04 ̂ lta ' Thus, the level of education is a marker for a certain professional level 
:> a t inD • Se'ecting the groups that could occupy structural positions that allowsl l l c u  t u u i u  U C C U J j y  M l  I II .  I U I  cl I p U M l l U l l b  111 cl i a n u w b

early indjlnCOme on ^ e' r human capital. Two higher education and all other degrees 
' Lev,'i CIJ16 individual's belonging to the middle class.

;Ve) ° f self
> 1 4  be

identification (self-evaluation by the individual of position in

t h a t c h
not lower than "middle class" in the proposed structure). Finally, the

ls used to allocate the middle class is self-identification. It should be
ice a^ areness of themselves as a class, is not a vitally important condition for 
ifj„ c'ass. This criterion is important, since the middle class is not only a
Nation concept, but also a value category. At the forefront of its features
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certain traits o f character, behavior are put forward which people belonging to this clas 
should have [3]. This approach uses an individual self-evaluation of its position S 
society, which should be not lower than the “middle class”. This allows weeding out of 
the analysis those who feel as social outsiders, therefore obviously will not fit on the 
specifics of consciousness and behavior of the middle class.

In general, summing this approach of research, it can be said that it is based on 
broader definition of the middle class. In this case, middle class include those whose 
needs appear above basic human needs such as food and clothing, and at the same time 
have the necessary resources and the intention to raise the standard of living due t0 
skilful use of their knowledge and skills. Thus, the middle class differs from other social 
groups by significant volume of concentrated tangible assets, social and cultural, such 

concentration of wealth, professional experience, social status, style of consumption 
suggests it as a leading part of the society.

Material situation: The share of middle class in the total population is large 
enough. However, it should be considered that, like any social group, highlighted 
middle class is not homogeneous. Firstly, there can be allocated a first middle layer (so- 
called core) that combines the typical representatives of the group, which is most clearly 
express its characteristics and which is relatively stable but numerically small compared 
to other social formations. Then, the second middle layer that is a structural reserve for 
the first middle layer; the lower middle layer in which the attributes characteristic for 
the middle class, gradually weakens. Also the top layer o f the middle class, lower class 
and layer of "status mismatches" are allocated.

The upper layer of the middle class (1.2%) includes respondents that have a stable 
steady income, as well as the average per capita income of more than 100 thousand 
KZT ($280), which is more than 5.3 living wages, have at least basic higher education, 
with non-physical nature of work, indicating their affiliation in a given structure as - the 
highest social class. 83.3% of respondents rated their financial status in the hierarchy of j 
income as “stable”, they do not have any financial difficulties, if desired, can afford M  
buy an apartment or a house. Я

The first middle layer (5.2%) - this layer includes respondents who also *iave 
four criteria defining the middle class, namely the existence of a stable p e rm a^ e  
income, presence of higher education (minimum basic higher), non-physical nature» 
work, with self-identification in the proposed scale "higher middle" or "middle • ^  (fl 

The second middle layer (transitional layer 40.6%) is composed of people c 
the core of the middle class. Representatives of this layer have an average nioi v̂eil- 
capita income from 55 to 100 thousand KZT (from $155 to 280), and have indirec^ ^  
being criteria close to the middle class. These are people who form reser' ^  jn the 
middle class core, and have the potential to become part o f a middle class c ^  the 
future. It is necessary to consider the fact that this layer is heterogeneous- gf the 
structural reserve is formed of subgroups in which the properties and cri n 
middle class is gradually attenuated. реГ сч

Lower middle layer (34.4%) given layer includes respondents h a v m f c , Ib'̂ j 
income of 35 to 55 thousand KZT (from $100 to 155), which is about - ^  
wages also having other indirect signs of well-being. This 1аУеГ, ,„ln 
heterogeneous and numerous. Therefore, this layer is also divt 
subgroups as characteristic signs of the middle class are weakened (Fig- jnCome 1 

Lower class (15.9%) includes respondents with an average mont  ̂ д^о, 
the 2 living wages (to 35 thousand KZT/$100) per family met11

«5, in#
vetf
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lyzing the data, controversial layer "group o f status mismatches" was defined: 
pie with high incomes that are inconsistent with level of education and occupation -

7% _____________________________________________________
r-------------------------------------------

1. UPPER MIDDLE LAYER (1.2%)

-------------------------------------------------------------------------- , ,

2. FIRST MIDDLE LAYER (5.15%)

М 1П П 1 I C LASS

4. LOWER MIDDLE LAYER (34.4%) 3. SECOND MIDDLE LAYER (40.6%)

___________________________ 4

Fig-1- Structure of Kazakhstani middle class

Talking about the differences of Kazakh middle class from the Western countries, 
experts agree that today comparing Kazakhstan and countries of Western Europe and 
the United States does not make sense, as well as searching of differences between 
middle classes in these countries as they are at different stages of their development, 
having their own specificity in mentality, consumer characteristics and economic 
realities.

Expert 5 (civil servant): Firstly, on the basis of our economic realities there is still 
very long way for the middle class in Kazakhstan to the middle class o f Western 
Europe, and the United States. In our view, based on the realities, in each state should 
be its own criteria of the identification of middle class. Second, if the middle class of 
Kveloped countries was established, and a significant part o f it compose small and 
edium business, workers of factories, the vast majority of doctors and teachers, the 
jukh middle class is in the process of formation, as doctors and teachers, workers of 
or,es and etc., unfortunately, today cannot be classified as a middle class.

1 (sociologist-practitioner): Firstly, it is very difficult to talk about the 
cWmtn!' m' ^ ' e class; the middle class has its own national characteristics in each 

•••• The mentality is different, the differences in the economic, consumer 
; Щ ^ тога1 values. Differences between Western middle class and our middle class 

and (jj, but the main difference is the ratio of the individual, respect for the rights 
of the individual... In the West, one is aware of its duty, its 

^courts " ®ur m'c*(lle Cass cannot solve problems in a civilized way, through
As '.lhrou£h the structures of civil society....

PCr ^Pita*-* Seen fr°m the Table 1, 12.2% of respondents indicate that the average 
income in their family is between 85 and 100 thousand KZT, 9.5% of

te,,.. nu

C , " ; »
> i °

2QSa'c* that their average per capita income over the past 6 months ranged 
thousand KZT. Slightly less 9.1% indicated that their income per family 

Lj- r® than 100 thousand KZT. Given the high percentage of respondents1 diff‘cult to answer this question, special attention was paid to indirect signs of

^ yerage
Monthly income per family member for the last 6 months
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Average monthly income per your family member for the last 6 
months?
from 7000 to 20000 KZT ($19 to 56) -
from 20001 to 35000 KZT ($56 to 100) 6,4 1
from 35001 to 45000 KZT ($101 to 126) 5,4
from 45001 to 55000 KZT ($127 to 155) 5,8 ~ ---- -
from 55001 to 65000 KZT ($ 156 to 183) 6,0 |
from 65001 to 75000 KZT ($184to 211) 7,8
from 75001 to 85000 KZT ($212 to 239) 8,5
from 85001 to 100000 KZT ($240 to 280) 12,2 ~~
over 100001 KZT (more than $280) 9,1
Nothing to say 29,5

Table 2. Material situation of your family
How would you describe your 
current financial situation

Upper
middle
class

First
middle
layer

Second
middle
layer

Lower
middle
layer

Lower
class

We have enough money for 
food, but buy clothes is a 
serious problem for us

2,5 2,4 H
We have enough money for 
food and clothing, but it is 
difficult to buy a TV, a 
refrigerator or a washing 
machine.

7,6 14,4 19,4

We can buy the basic 
household appliances, but we 
do not have enough money to 
buy a car

32 23,9 27,5 23,4

Our funds will be enough for 
everything except expensive 
acquisitions such as an 
apartment or vacation home

32 40,6 22,1 31:

We do not have any financial 
difficulties. If necessary, we

83,3

■

32 16,8 7,9 7,8

Nothing to say 4 8,6 25,7
joo ■TOTAL 100 100 100

Self-evaluation of material situation (Table 2) shows that overall 24.5 1  
respondents can buy basic appliances, but have trouble buying more expens 
such as a car; slightly more 30.7% say that only such acquisitions as an аРа^  з°/о® 
vacation home are difficult for them. In the upper layer of the middle cles®^ цйЩ 
respondents said that they have no financial difficulties at all. In the core о J  
class respondents'opinions are fairly evenly distributed.

In the second middle layer present all the options of self-evaluat'0̂ 1 ^  
respondents that have enough money for food and clothing, but buying a rC,t f 
the amount of such people increases in the distant periphery and amoi’b 
population. Majority of respondents indicated that they experience difficU

n o
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more expensive items (car - 23.9%, apartment or house - 40.6%), while 16.8% of
' 0ndents said that they have no financial difficulties.

In the lower middle layer increases the number of respondents who indicate that 
-ng large home appliances is difficult for them - 14.4%. At the same time, 27.5% of 

Ais layer believes that their funds are enough for large home appliances, while 
rchasing a car is difficult for them. 22.1% of respondents of the distant periphery also 

^  (hat their funds are sufficient for everything, but expensive acquisitions as an 
apartment or vacation home.

Interest in the political life of the country: Interest in political life in 
Kazakhstan, as well as an active expression of their civil position in relation to the 
different situations occurring in the country, is one of the main signs that show the 
maturity of the middle class. It is characterized by its own ideology, which is based on 
the understanding of group interests and their role in society. On the one hand, it does 
not want a repetition of historical events, the lack of stability and confidence in the 
future and tranquility for their own well-being. Thus forms the need for moderate 
conservatism related to the conservation of traditions and strong government. 
Conservatism is intended to help preserve the current level and further growth of 
consumption. On the other hand, the middle class feels the need for presence of 
conditions for the implementation of its initiatives, life plans and ambitions [4].

According to a study in the upper middle layer 66.7% of respondents are always 
interested in politics. The vast majority of the representatives of the first middle layer 
are interested political life of the country only from time to time. In the second middle 
layer majority (58.4%) occasionally shows interest in political life and the political 
situation in Kazakhstan, 26.9% of respondents are constantly interested in it. 53.3% of 
lower middle layer interests from time to time, while 25.1% are not interested at all. 
Percentage of respondents who not interested in the political life of the country at all 
■““eases linearly from the upper layer to the lower class from 0% to 27.3%.

In the lowest class 40.2% of the respondents are occasionally interested in 
meal life in Kazakhstan, in this class the largest percentage o f respondents who are 
jnterested in political events in the country at all. although the percentage of those 

*** constantly interested in political life is big enough 32,5%.
6b.T/t S data sbows, an active civic position in the upper middle layer is expressed by 

resPondents. For comparison, only 37.7% of respondents of lower class 
ata|landXU o t  their civic position, 22.1% of respondents do not express their position 
ofstatus • ^  respondents do not tend to express their civic position. In the layer
"ay 0r an J? * tC*les °P™ons were divided almost evenly 53.8% of respondents in one 
e*Prcss it her exPress their civic position, 46.2% of respondents practically does not

<W ^m ber „f
j :■cases i 01 respondents who actively express their civic position, linearly 

me second middle layer. In the lower middle layer o f the number of people 
8r°uPs ,c^rees not expressing their civic position actively increases in those 

by virtue of weakening signs of middle class tend to the lower class, 
froni deSP'te âct *bat interest in the political life in Kazakhstan is mainly 

Or a tlrne to time, and decreases as the signs of the middle class weakens, in 
ofth her’ most of these two layers actively express their civic position, 
the n, Present criteria defining middle class.

"  .bon whether you are ready to leave Kazakhstan opinions of the lower 
Ves are distributed almost evenly: 44.2% who are ready to leave

ntati
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Kazakhstan, and 48.1% of the respondents who did not consider such option for ^  
future. The situation is similar in the layer of status mismatches, while 53.8% did not 
consider the option of moving to another country as a permanent place of residence 
46.2% are ready to leave Kazakhstan. While in all layers of the middle class the vast 
majority of respondents note their unwillingness to leave Kazakhstan.

CONCLUSION
In general, summing this approach of research, it can be said that it is based on a 

broader definition of the middle class. In this case, middle class include those whose 
needs appear above basic human needs such as food and clothing, and at the same time 
have the necessary resources and the intention to raise the standard of living due to 
skilful use of their knowledge and skills. Thus, the middle class differs from other social 
groups by significant volume of concentrated tangible assets, social and cultural, such 
concentration of wealth, professional experience, social status, style of consumption, 
suggests it as a leading part of the society.

Kazakhstan's middle class today is heterogeneous and consists of several layers 
(upper, first middle layer, second middle layer, lower middle layer). In turn, upper 
middle layer and first middle layer have all the features of the middle class in its 
classical meaning. While the second middle layer and lower middle layer are the most 
numerous and extremely heterogeneous in composition, thereby break down into 
several subgroups as middle class signs weaken.

As the results of the research show, the system of values of the middle class as a 
complete structure has not yet been formed, and is only in the initial stage. It should be 
noted that the values of the lower and middle class do not differ from each other, 
although the trends to change can be seen. Hence, such a model of values diffusion is an 
evidence of the ongoing process o f formation of group consciousness and values. It 
should be noted also that these data demonstrate the mechanism of diffusion of new 
values, which comes from the upper middle layer and the first middle layer, gradual jn 
weakening. And this explains the fact of heterogeneous spread of values, attitude! 
lifestyles in different layers of the middle class.

Summarize the results of the research/paper and write the conclusion with &Я 
sentences here.
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ABSTRACT

Це present contribution is called "migration as a social problem in Slovakia". This is a 
current topic o f the current social and political discourse. We refer to the relationship 
between politics and society. Migration is a historical and social phenomenon that 
significantly affects on politics, economics, social aspects, but also the security of States 
and amending the national population-structure. It can be a source of conflict, but also 
development. However, it is mainly a phenomenon that determines the future of 
individual states, and thus all humanity. Migration therefore requires a systematic 
approach and qualified management. Also looking for arguments to support, by 
contrast, resistance and migration. The arguments supporting the migration include 
aspects such as humanity, the demographic situation, human rights. Among the 
arguments against immigration are advised on economic immigration, the threat o f job 
loss, illness, crime, political culture, and others. The contribution is completed empirical 
research that found Slovak public attitudes towards migrants. We came to the clear 
conclusion that migration is part o f the current social and political discourse. We found 
that the attitude of the Slovak public is generally significantly negative. In terms of 
Sender, gender is a negative attitude about the same. The negative attitude of the Slovak 
ttjblic rises towards the east of Bratislava. From the point of ages is growing negative 

itude to migration, migrants with increasing age. Negative attitudes towards 
Migration, migrants visible mainly in the elderly and the unemployed.

company, migration, arguments in favor, arguments against, migration

Introduction

PhenomJ' 'S a soc'al process that takes place in our immediate nearness. It is a current 
cannot be ignored. Also we are looking for arguments that support the 

^PPonedb*^ at ■t*le same 1'т е > arguments that are anti-migration. The article is 
in c?mp'r'cal rescarch, which surveys the attitudes of Slovak public towards

’/elati,
* ln Slovakia.

;10!11° this> n s be*. 1S 4uesti°n, it is possible to indicate two main possible constellations of 
фЦ су ^ e n  policy and society:

•^ted Л ',  democratic theories that the society is managed, controlled or

2. f 5,SubsySt , Part op t*1e society -  as we have already mentioned in another part, a 
ls one of the subsystems of the society,
he society -  it stems from the theories o f the eliteand assumes in 

Ulatedb tU
/ * e Political sphere,


