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' THE INSTITUTIONALIZATION OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION IN
| KAZAKHSTAN

of. Dr. Nadirova
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f

oc. Prof. Dr. Kaliyeva
Prof. Dr. Mustafayeva

| ackground: We analyze the emergence and development of religious education in
stan. The question is: why over 25 years of independence the processes of
ization and incorporation of the religious education in social reality still have not
 brought to completion, while the need for the introduction of religious literacy and
ning of professional theologians was actively declared on governmental level,
1: oted in the media and public forums?

Methods: We used such methods as surveys and questionnaires, content analysis,
ourse analysis.

‘Results: Institutionalization occurs through the embedding of practices, meanings,
pectations, and values. A number of laws and regulations pertaining to the sphere of
ion have been adopted in Kazakhstan, but the development of religious education is

far from being completed. Even the vision of the goals and objectives of this type of
ucation by various organizations, institutions and actors is formulated and embodied
fferent ways. We see the reason in the government fears of losing process control,
ially over its ideological (i.e. political) content. This situation is clearly
acceptable for the power. Although the educational structure and curricula for
T' g religious scholars and religious figures are available, there are practically no
ll-articulated and substantiated concept and qualitative methodological support, as
f as systemic research in this field.

- Conclusions: Although the principle of secularism implies the separation of the state
m religious dogma, it does not mean the removal of religion from public life. In the
Ntext of Kazakhstan instead of delineation of spheres of influence of the state and
ious organizations, the state maintains social and political power and control in the
re of religious education that, on the one hand, is associated with particular concern
onal security and social stability, and on the other hand, artificially constrains the
1 llementation process.

"Determining the status, strategies and legitimization of religious education can
tribute to the actualization and realization of the essential features of religion in its
act on modern society in social and cultural spheres.

Words: education, religion, Kazakhstan, state, society
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Jarch of effective forms of transfer of knowledge and skills, relying on the tradition
aining existing in the steppe through representatives of Islamic clergy. Without
¢ deep into history of formation of confessional education in Kazakhstan, its
f._ and transformation connected with various periods of ethnic history, we note
~the famous researcher Ashirbek Muminov, believes that "neither imperial
hization, nor the subsequent Soviet period couldn't suppress finally the
“ionalism of the people of the region which is closely connected with a local form
existing and specifics of confessional education. On the contrary, deprivation
state support of religion during imperial colonization and the subsequent violent
arization during the Soviet period created conditions for distribution of
sonventional forms of confessional education that concealed the considerable
ntial of ritual and political opposition» [1]
Jevelopment of religious education in Kazakhstan after obtaining independence can
ded into three important backbone stages, each of which is characterized by the
Jf distinctive features. The first stage — from 1991 till the beginning of the 2000th -
onnected with sharp awareness of need to open doors for religion and religious
wledge, considering long isolation of the country from foreign sources, the centers,
es of the religious world and attempt to find the new identity which isn't held down
ner rigid atheistic ideology.
This sharp growth of religiosity, we are talking primarily about Islam, was largely
orted by the purposeful policy of the state leadership, which has set the task of
hening national identity and a new image of the country and underestimated the
‘of religion politicization and increasing of religious consciousness. In 1992,
loping the concept of formation and development of Kazakhstan as a sovereign
President Nazarbayev openly wrote: ... we have to take into account an Islamic
owing to its real value in the modern international relations.... The international
imunication with the Islamic world will be used for mutually beneficial cooperation

L spheres, especially economic recovery and a standard of living of all population of
akhstan" [2].

INTRODUCTION

With the achievement of political independence, and the ensuing Spiritual,
specifically, Islamic awakening, the Republ?c qf Kazakhs.tan has experienced 2 e _ i
of Islamic education, which from the beginning of 90-ies of XX Century graduatic.

Al

became widespread

At the same time, the current situation is characterized by Stren.gt'hening the role of
government agencies in cont.rol over tbe appearance of radlca} rehgloU.s communig
revitalization of the non-traditional beliefs, actwg struggle agams} the influence of
foreign missionary movement and th.e _expansion of the soc1lal base of sectari
organizations, especially through pamclpgtlon of young people. Stre“gthenmg |
activities of sects and cults, which are considered destruct‘we, is of greatest concern g
security agencies. In this regard, the nee_d to learn the basics of rehg]ol.ls doctrines,
introduction of religious / religious studies education at all‘ levels, starting from school,
has been repeatedly raised in the media, government agencies, aqd public forums, :

It is common to distinguish between two types gf education relatgd to rqllg
Religious education, which aims to spread religious faith, to‘ strengthgn it, tea(.:h.mg {
tenets and practices, regulations and rules of condgcvt, with the. aim of ralsmg‘
individual believer, as well as training of clergy. Religious education Kazakh.stm?
taught in Sunday schools, educational courses at mosques, madrasahs, semina
umv"lflfnselt;eei'ond type is Religious studies, which gims tp study religions as an int
part of the culture in their relationship and ipteractlon with other areas _of hun}lla}nhhts 2
activity. This kind of teaching is secular, gives knowledge a}bout r'ehglon, (;v 1ct sho
possess everyone, regardless of his or her fa‘lth or lack of it. It aims to € (Llllca © ft
with a rich culture, tolerant, open-minded, frlend!y to p.eo.ple arounfi, rggalr( eslsdfstan'
nationality, religion and worldview. Edl}cat.ion in Religious Studies in a}tziaes
carried out within public educational institutions - §chools, coll.eges,' unllzers;( hst;m

We analyze the institutionalization of religious education in aza 'zatio;l ¥ P i al - 2 e

ion is: why over 25 years of independence the processes of legitimi At this stage, educational institutions that have assumed the responsi ility for the
St ot ieious education in social reality still have not been brought ion of spreading religious education, appeared without any system, each of them
L e Of. vie rehglo:; Sfe utiz introduction of religious literacy and "a.mi?g L ed out the educational process independently, according to their program, plans,
comple?lon, while tbe e ort_ ly declared on governmental level, promoted - ﬂﬁi ' ns and facilities. Due to the lack of any central regulatory authority, to coordinate
pmf?ss‘or‘al the'()loglans ;Nas R leparation of the much-needed skilled professionals - specialists in Islam, there was
U i fied model curriculum in this area. Activity of new educational institutions was

‘ ; on the one hand of the technical and methodological support from the
jous fment, on the other hand there was no control from the Ministry of Education and

ures of the fecl(‘)%‘ Low educational level of many local imams not capable to read the Qur'an or
S, :

MATERIALS AND METHODS

For the description of the stages. structures, and proced

rve ! igi i i 1
education emergence and development, we used szch rgeghods ajozg of reseaxch“g n;ie;e;fl?:; thir?\jlzzii]sc\x?tZ’toprqr:ztlzd EEEIIC l?;grenlfii (l)fdgior?l;girs]
e . : g i in gai mentary religious knowledge.

analysis. Materials of surveys conducted by our group v L i ) S gan el tary !
. dlShCOUTS: AlmZty schools, teachers of the subject "Basics of Religious ~udents Caused rather free introduction of Islamic missionaries in the Kazakhstan space in
a;rx&ngbt eaicm?irnsg of 2015-2016 aca;demic year and survey of parents of SCh‘?O for mation arly nineties. Missionary activity, especially in the Southern Kazakhstan, carried
at the beg i ] in

‘ '_inally through mosques, promoted growth of activity of the Muslim centers of
tion dependent on external financial sources. For example, at the expense of the
jCharitable Foundation, training center and boarding were built, for more than 70
men from poor families and orphans, and then there were private institutes -
Arab University and the Kazakh-Kuwait University, which mainly maintained
pense of foreign charities, such as Social Reform Society and the International

of the East Kazakhstan region conducted by Public Fund "The theologica
and advisory center "Sana'a" (Kokshetau city) were used.

RESULTS

ment
; : . develOP
The modern system of religious education passed a certain way 10 the

1133
1132
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~ous education and, on the other hand, Religious Studies disciplines in the system
ular education. In terms of power and religious leadership It allows forming
1dviews of students and pupils with the aim of strengthening the loyalty to the state
' the government, which is difficult in the teaching of purely religious subjects,
oted from political realities. These factors strengthen state control over religious
tion, but at the same time leave less and less space in the framework of education
religious knowledge, spiritual practices and search.
As surveys of parents of schoolchildren showed the introduction of the Religious
ies subject caused ambiguous attitude in society [5]. Some believe that religious
tion should be the exclusive prerogative of the family and school should not deal
issues of religion since the church is separated from state. This is exactly the case
. the religious education and education of religious studies are equalized. Other
ole are afraid that the lessons of religion can be used to students zombification,
tion and manipulation by teachers.
ot just relevant authorities of the Ministry of Education and Science conduct
eless monitoring the implementation of these guidelines, but by the prosecutor's
, that is an unprecedented fact for a school subject. Moreover, there is a proposal
¢ the disciplines of Religious studies mandatory in higher education and, again,
important instrument of confrontation ideology and practice of radicalism and
nism. Thus, need to fight the threat of 'radical' Islam, the formation of a loyal soft
ssional community gradually narrows religious education function reducing them
the most pragmatic and relevant state interests.
s professor Muminov proposed: "In order to provide local Hanafi Islam which is
e corresponding to notion of enlightened Islam in the desired meaning and which,
like the Islamists of all types recognizes the secular character of the political system,
5 necessary to support those theologians, that remain on solid Hanafi positions with
recognition of separateness of local forms of Islam from the rest of the Muslim
u As a result, we will have a system of religious education, which would be based
‘ on the Hanafi madhhab, whose positions are politically loyal to the state's
mestic and foreign policy "[1].

d in order to meet the cognitive, spiritual and religious needs of Muslimg
m. Information about the traditional Spiritual va N

create
those who are interested in Isla
the Kazakh people is given there.
Under the guidance of the SA
system has developed:
University "Nur-Mubarak",
grants each year;
Institute of Advanced Training of imams,
Center for training the Quran reciters,

Nine madrasas, which received the status of college. A
For this purpose, According to Chairman of the SAMK, Mufti Yerzhan

Malgazhyuly nsubstantial reforms in madrassas activities were carried out. There }

been changes and additions to the madrasa’s education programs. In addition to

compulsory religious subjects social subjects that meet the requirements of mg

society were included» [4]. Besides every year, about 30 imams are trained at co
religious education in universities in Turkey a}nd Egypt. Acco_rdlpg the SAMK p}
potentially all 500 major mosques imams (regional, city aq@ dlstrlgt), should have ty
diplomas - religious and secular, to be fully developed, politically literate, able to work
with people. _ .
November 24, 2015 at the national conference in Almaty for the first time in th
history of the Spiritual Administration a "Consept of dev'elopment of religious
(spiritual) education of the Spiritual Administration of Musllr_ns of Kazgkhsum
2020" was adopted. The main aim of this concept is the _"formatlon of a'u.mted Islan
educational complex, satisfying the spiritual needs of society and"every citizen, creafi
a kind of model of religious education teaching various formgts. [4] Itis exl')ecte'd |
the concept will serve as the basic strategic document defining the future dn'ectlon:

the Islamic education system.

MK the following structure of the religioyg edy

where 150 people come t0 study "Islamic Studieg" onrsil

|1

DISCUSSION

During the independence p
realize that the development 0
internal factors may create a ris
formation of alternative structures o
One of the ways of this challenge solutions was t
education structure in its most loyal and controlled forms.

To this end, certain measures have been taken to promote
only Hanafi school of thought in the conditions of Kazakhstan in mas
legal and regulatory framework for the formation of the structure ? s St dies
religious education was created, and the position of a secular Re ]tirough public
education was strengthened up to the implementation of its compoqents‘ e
standards and training programs in the training base of denominationa monent 3
latter condition is necessary because exactly this mandatqry _state f:OmPat coumem
curriculum allows pushing the ideological principles and guidelines a{meﬂicts of ce

radical religious groups and the suppression of protests and potential con
ethnic and religious communities an

d opposition ideological currents. cficial forums:

In this context Religious Studies become a priority, and all thg latest Ote » ided of
documents, concept of religious education of SAMK, and medlg promo gstem of
strengthening, on the one hand, the component of secular subjects 10

.
eriod, the state and the Islamic clergy have come o8
f denominations under the influence of extemalf nd
k of loss of this process control and threate.n.ot_to :
f power, with its own mechanisms of mobilizal lml 1!5
he development of Jocal Islami€ .

INCLUSION
hough the principle of secularism implies the separation of the state from
ious dogma, it does not mean the removal of religion from public life. In the
ext of Kazakhstan instead of delineation of spheres of influence of the state and
us organizations, the state maintains social and political power and control in the
ere of religious education that, on the one hand, is associated with particular concern
ional security and social stability, and on the other hand, artificially constrains the
} ementation process.
'termining the status, strategies and legitimization of religious education can
tribute to the actualization and realization of the essential features of religion in its
Pact on modern society in social and cultural spheres. The main motivating impetus
the emergence of religious and religious studies education system in Kazakhstan in
.ﬁrst stage was the desire to deideologize intellectual and cultural space of the
itry, to give a chance to recover national and cultural identity of its citizens, to
L spiritually enriching role of religion for the Kazakhstan society.
.the second stage, there was a task to put in order spontaneously developed
“dtion in this area, get out from under the ideological influence, introduced from

ote the idea of Jegitimacy
S consciousness, a
nd content 0f

1137

1136




3" International Multidisciplinary Scientific Conference on Social Scienceg & Arts
SGEM

outside by foreign actors and build the domestic model of religioyg and rel:
education, which should consolidate, and not destabilize society. rehglou;\v 4
In the third, current, phase, we are witnessing how, under the infl

: . ue .
close faced with the problem of counteraction to extremism apq t:ce (?ftln
country, the system of religious education is institutionalized and trap TTOrism 4o

of the managed and controlled social segments of society. Sformeq j
Thus, the answer to the question about the reason for the inCOmpletene
education in Kazakhstan can be summarized as follows. Model o S468

aimed at forming a new generation of individuals who are widely informeq

in the field of religious discourse, seeking to self-knowledge and knowledge o
faith and mission of Islam, able to increase understanding of the nature of reo. 2
of different religions, foster skills of reflection, discernment, critical thinkin,
and deciding how to act in accordance with conscience has not yet develq o
because of political engagement of confessional educational sphere, whic
"from above", that obviously led to the emergence of what could be called the K.
model of religious education, which however is still in the formative stage
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TRACT '
L i jonal study of Civil engineering IT course
i a(;:?%nsl;cizeéri\i? ;{23}]&2 5 t},l,e Pm_‘ie;mduced for the first time. As a part of the
e. three software packages rlig%e g:ﬂ aught: AutoCAD, MS Excel and Maxima.

i i ed for producing techmcal drawings, MS
f%ils:g;?fé 123:;;;\}?6 eptaCkl;ajf;“-mg simple mathematlcal pToblen_ls, lW(i’l.lle
a is suitable for manipul ts b vmwﬁc and numer{cal expressions, including

complex mathematical arglbgl irr e paper considers the cours(t::A;gogaé:,l
es of the course and reasc?ns fi . i <erting computer programs Aluto : ’ bl)éms
ima. For a bett d 0" she course contents, examples 0 pro

e uncerstandig’ The paper also exhibits outcome for both

i j o all three soﬁware packat®, end, students' opinions on the course,
linary and final examinations, A"

cted by means of a questionnaire, af!
_(ivil engineering

sented.

yords: IT course, computer progra
RODUCTION o

i . al study of Civil engineering of the Zagre
Itl;lco)tiezzpi(;ileS(i/Zgli Ei;fsle prorf:j%‘omputer Use in Civil Engigee(:;_mg” i\:f)iss
ed for the first time as theccs)g] i course. For. quite a long period, dhscussi o
Bcid a5 to whether is nevos en‘ A introduce it, which mz:\.tte(r1 w?{s a 1tres0 o
0] in 2012 and it is . sa‘;‘ (hat the .1dea was realized. ] 6:51(1i S -
aire presented in that ay noho“'ed that it \yas ne(;essary todlntro uce;entials
B riculum in Orderpt ;Jer S "o students with basic kno_wle ge on po o
computers in civil enginee PLOY chitecture and mathematics as major COUrses.
ring, & ' rticularly those with grammar school

ung,uio Y;Ulsimzngtf)ltehe Srtr:l detnf&oﬁant software in civil engir.leer:lng, sufh I?(Si
Bware. The b presemos "fi’C lum of the IT Courge, objectlf\lllesd se atall
Butcomes. Considerin sthcur{@ct that the course mgludes nt hamertliCS

ing software AutOCADgaS \Sell as MS Excel and Maxima as mathema

1. Further, results obtained at
> the paper exhibits examples of P oblems as we

i tudents' reflections
liminay mples of L, addressed. At the end, s : i

o gt Exéminations & nd possibilities for implementing acquired
urse performance, its contents

. collected by means of a questionnaire
® Are presented. Students' reflection® were y

,;‘"" on a sample of 220 students enr"“ed a1t Phs it

RSE CURRICULUM _
or of the civil engineering course. Teaching

e is ; : 4
15+;a§u§2;iu€mg the‘ first semgil | hour of lectures and 1 hour of hands-on
'® 8 week. The Ogj::tei Tea, Iil,ire theoretical and practical knowledge and
| 1 Ve 1s to acé
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