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Aigul ZABIROVA, Daurenbek KULEIMENOV, Heiko SCHRADER

living conditions with some gap to the top priority (more than 20%), and the goal
to give ‘best education for the children’ (again 10% behind).

Concerning the spheres of responsibility, we assume that paternalistic atti-
tudes combined with ‘nanny-state’ orientation dominate in Kazakhstani society.
If it is not the state being responsible, it is the family. The belief in individual re-
sponsibility already shows up in some answers but quite weakly. The institutional
sphere of insurances to care for problem situations is hardly considered in Astana
and Akmola region, that is, market driven orientations and solutions for solving
social problems hardly exist.
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3.4. The South Kazakhstan Survey

Nazym SHEDENOVA, Aigul BEIMISHEVA, Heiko SCHRADER, Eckhard
DITTRICH

The Sample

e sample consists of 100 urban and 50 rural private households. Data gather-
g took place in June 2011. The survey was conducted in Almaty, Kazakhstan's
gest city, its business, educational and cultural center, and in villages in the
on. Distance from Almaty and Taldykorgan, a regional center, served as a cri-
n for the selection of villages. The two townships — Turgen and Shilik — are 60
-away from Almaty and Taldykorgan, which makes it difficult for the residents
these villages to commute daily to the cities.

The majority of the respondents were female (79% in total, 81% urban, 74%
). Most respondents are ethnic Kazakhs (84% in total, 92% urban, 67% rural).
o are ethnic Russian, and 8% other ethnic groups. Overall, 92% of all studied
holds are ethnically homogeneous families, while 6% and 12% rural house-
in the sample are ethnically mixed households/couples. All households rep-
it the middle class as defined above.

Household Composition

households studied include only two generations both in urban and rural ar-
9% and 78%, respectively. In the city there are more one- generation house-
12% compared to 4% rural). In the rural areas we find more households
consist of relatives from 3 (18% rural, 9% urban) and even more genera-
hether this higher number of extended families, and also of larger families
ountryside, is due to the lower living standard or to more traditional orien-
or to both, must be left open here. The.following table shows the household
n urban and rural regions.

5: Household size, South Kazakhstan

old Size (Interval) “rmuon B i
18.0% 10.0% 15.3%

16.0% 2.0% 17.3%

33.0% 22.0% 20.3%

B 33.0% 33.7%
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helmingly the responsibilities for ‘social policy” issues are seen 1o be with

of var instituti )
"or s institutions for the solution of important social issues showed th t th

) s at there
tate, then followed by the family and the individual.

are igni i
only few significant dependencies of the answers on the location

Table 48: Perception of responsibilities, South Kazakhstan

Life situa-
tions

Conclusions

results of this empirical research in South Kazakhstan demonstrate the mix of
itional and market-based ways o cope with social and economic problems in
and rural areas. Private households tend to use all possible survival strate-
 ~ depending on their capabilities. These range from “muddling through”, i.c.
ays spontaneously reacting on problems, to planning for the future.

ganizati?__ns

urban| rurgl

Forchild |

care

For |~ i

unemployment BT ‘ ) ) .

L e Daw demonstrate, to a certain extent, the preservation of the role of social
orks, despite their significant weakening in recent years as a result of the in.

For health-
care provi- |
sion

of the market economy, the growth of economic differentiation of families

§ the reducing of guaraniees o return the debts by relatives and friends. Nev-

theless, particularly intergenerational solidarity within the household, which is
lated according to tradition (the youngest son living with his parents) is still
re important than individual security provided by market institutions such as
surances, and mainly designed for individuals, couples and nuclear famihies

ils refers to ethnic Kazakhs, However, urban life shows that the weakening of
& pattern of behavior can already be observed from the quantitutive data, with
gard to the constitution of househaolds.

However, the economic strategies of the monetary mutual support of house

s in a wider network of relatives (on a regular basis and on event-hased basis)
gradually losing its leading position and individual strategies gain importance,
¢ strategies directed at the autonomy of nuclear famihes.
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For higher
gilngtulmn |
Notes p&t‘éﬁi;
:'{ ;:fi-ﬂqnnu:- stgnihicant dependency on location;
1ighly significant dcpcndcm:_v on location

But it sho g :

o mnccm::g g;] :1{2![{:1 lt‘:fu I'l.J.I:‘ill h(‘m.?eho!ds lrust more in governmental assjs
R i g r; L.‘Tp‘el(.ld"y in lssuF's.orat‘ccss to education and poverty
e d;llcs ha?/e a nr:gl:glblc lead (91% vs.90%). Urban cit
e L fi[.:]detl ‘it 3"; .fxumly ttself should provide its members with
<=t e an | |}dger.\ Suppose that the family is responsible for
gl o o » care '0 the pof)r and unemployed. This indicates both
ot he o2 : n rural nrtzus. its “abandonment™ by the government

1ance of stronger family supportive networks in the cnunnysidc.

People in the ¢j
p € city often tend to speak about individual responsibility for higher
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