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ALMATY - VERNYI(FAITHFUL) - ALMA-ATA -
ALMATY: THE HISTORY OF RENAMING THE CITY
ANDITS ETYMOLOGY

The article dealz with the origin kistory and renaming the Almary

toponymy (the city in the Lazakhstan Republic). All scientific enmelogies of
the Almaty city are given.

A preen city, the south capital of Kazakhstan, a megalopolis, an
administrative economic and cultural center of the republic — Almaty that 15
swrounded by the Tien Shan fir-trees, the mountains of the Zailivskiy
Alatau that mmpersonates bright and 1mmumtable nature beauty of the
Semirechyve and all Kazakhctan.

The history of bepinmngs of thiz mce city 15 defined not only by its
location but also by its name that has changed many times. The offimal
history of the city Almaty began 1 1854, That wear on the river Malava
Almatink the Zailryskry mahitary bashion was bult and then the oty Verny.
This name was given to the city m 1967,

But according to the archeclogists” data and the excavate results the
city’s hastory appromimately began m the period of the VII-XI cc., when 1t
was the place of the infermational trade where the Great Silk Foute ran
through. The city population was constituted by the Indo-European tnbes
that professed Buddhism and later Chnstianaty. In the books of Zakhur ad-
din Muhammad Babur «Babur-names and Myrza Muhammad Hadar
«Tanhi-and Bashidi» one can come across the name of the place as Almaimn.
Dhnng the Middle Ages" penod (approximately the XII—XIII cc.) Almaru
became a g city of the Semirechye [1].

The name Almaty ml853 before bmlding the military bastion one
could find m the diarv of the major M.D. Peremyshlkiy who was given the
tazk to find in the area of the nver Ih a convemient site to bmld the bastion
[2]. That baston from 18534 was called Zailivskiy and then the city Verma
(Farthful).

The city was called Vernyr all 1921 and then mn 1921 by the act of
the TwkGEC was renamed into dlma-4ra. But according to some data the
suggeston of renaming the city was done on 3, February of the same year.
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3, February 1921 the name Almany was approved but because of the
unknown reasons on 3, February it was renamed again into Alma-Ata [3].

The known scientists i the lmpwstics and geography wers against
the name «Alma-Atas. In pumerous publications the specialists pointed fo
the mustake that 1t was impossible of this word combination from the point
of view of the Kazakh language But that name was changed only in 1993,

The toponymy etymology of Alman/dbmary 1s very interesting in its
formation. The scientists G.E. Konkashpaev and A Abdrakhmanov define
this name as «a place where many apple trees grows. «Alma-ty»: alma — an
apple, tv — 1= an ending the meaning of which 1= debating. The ancient form
of the ending wiye was treated as a word-formung suffix of the adjective by
adding —¢v to a noun (for example, Alma fapplel- v, Qlen (End of meadow
plants)-ty, Rgai (bush, cotoneaster)-1y). But from the point of the Kazakh
grammar such phenomena are not possible. The nght vanant 15 represented
mn a different way: Almaly, Qlendy, Rgaily. And the ending —fy 15 added to
the stems that are ended wath the voiceless consonants. For example: fas (a
stone) — tasty, kurak {a reed) — kuraksy [4, 5]

The famous scientist E. Koichubaev m hus works has pomted out that
-fy 15 not a world-bulding suffix buf the vanant of the Kazakh zeographic
term fau fa mountain). For example: Almaty — an apple mount, MNenty —a
meadew mouni, Kgaity — a cotomeasier mouni, karagaify — a pine-frée
mount, Buguty — a deer mountete. XK. Kopkashpaev bas studied all
mentioned toponyms savs that Almaty 15 a2 mame of two mvers — Malayva
(5mall} and Bolshava (Big) almatinka that cross this locality. By analogy
there are mivers in the West Eazakhstan that are called Olenty and Shiderty
the same name:s have two nvers m the North Eazakhstan. Mentoned by
E. Eoichubaev toponvms do not have upland: and mounfains with the
analogzical names [4]. In G.K. Konkashpaev's opinion to call rivers with the
mountains names are absurd. T. Zhanuzak taking mto account the vanaton
Almatv/Almary thanks that the meaning fau (2 mountan) of the formants
fy/tu needs specification and thorough study [5, 38].

The pames of the cify Almaty are considered mot only from the
scientific point but also from the folk etymology point of view. «A mass
language phenomenon that 1z included in the ambiguous for the local
population geographic pames on the baze of the sense associatons that
appear becaunze of the sound resemblance between the words and the
accompanying phonetics change of the word and its morphology 15 called
Jalk or false enmelogy. Such an explanation is done without taking into
consideration all astoric and geographic conditions and hnpmstics mles. It
leads to the full review of the toponym. It 15 possible to say that the folk

etymology can be given as an example of the folk toponymy creations [6].
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According to T. Zhamuzak the pame of the city dilma-dra 15 not a
Fuszian vanant of the Kazakh 4lmady but it represents its own name [5, 38].
That 15 the name of the citv has an eponym character. Eponyvms {old Greek
Enavopo: — hterary who has given the name, Lat. heros sponimus) — god. a
real or legendary man or hero after whom some geographic object, people,
tribe or a ime penod was named [7]. T. Zhanuzak refers to the wntings of
the histonic fipwe of the XWVII centwrv Shapvrashty Kazybek bek
Tauasaruly. In s book «Iyo-TysmssEmas eawme medi=s he menfions the
man Alma by name (Alma ata) who cured people with the mixture of
different herbs and t water of the Arasan sowrces. To T. Zhanuzak’s mind
the emvirons where the famous healer hved was called after hum
an indication that the man was very old (atz from the Kazzkh - a
grandfather). When m 1921 the city Verny: was renamed info Alma-Ata,
according to T. Zhanurak this listoric fact was taken info account.

The book Tauwasamuly Kazybek 15 scientific and historical hertaze
and also the source of the interpretation of some toponymy names of the
Semurechve.

Thus, considenng the name of the city Almaty as an eponym needs a
thorouzh and complex researching of linpwsts, histonians and geographers.
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