Lecture 1.
Lexicology as a Linguistic discipline. Methods of Lexicological research. Links with otherbranches of Linguistics.
Lexicology is a branch of linguistics – the science of a language. The term “lexicology” is composed of two Greek morphemes “lexic” – word, phrase and “logos” which denotes learning, “a department of knowledge”. Thus, the literal meaning of the term “lexicology” is “the science of the word”.

Lexicon is a term used in linguistics to indicate the archive of lexemes. Lexemes are abstract, minimal units in a language that link related forms of a word together. For example, the words fly, flight, flew, flying, and so on, are all morphologic variations of the lexeme fly.

Lexicology investigates different lexical units: words, variable word-groups, phraseological units and morphemes which make up words and dealing with the vocabulary of a language. Lexicology studies a word in different aspects: the patterns of semantic relationship of words as also their phonological, morphological and contextual behavior.

«The term “vocabulary” is used to denote the system formed by the sum total of all the words and word equivalents that language possesses» [Arnold, 1986:9].

It shows the system of interdependent elements with specific peculiarities of its own, different from other lexical systems. The basic task of lexicology is the study and systematic description of the vocabulary in respect to its origin, development and current use. In Lexicology the word and the vocabulary of a language is studied as a system. As for definition of the famous scientist I.V. Arnold: “Lexicology studies the recurrent patterns of semantic relationships, and of any formal phonological, morphological or contextual means by which they may be rendered. It aims at systematization” [Arnold, 1979:14].

The lexical system of every language contains productive elements typical of this particular period, others that are obsolete and dropping out of usage, and finally, some new phenomena, significant marks of new trends come to use.

Lexicology as a branch of linguistics has its own aims and methods of scientific research of lexical system on the ways and tendencies of vocabulary development.

The principal distinction is naturally made between General Lexicology and Special Lexicology.

General lexicology is a part of General linguistics. It is concerned with the general study of words and vocabulary irrespective of the specific features of any particular language. It investigates linguistic phenomena and properties common to all languages which are generally referred to as language universals.

Special lexicology devotes its attention to the description of the characteristic peculiarities in the vocabulary of a particular language (Russian, Kazakh, German, French, etc.).

Our attention will be devoted to the study of Modern English Lexicology which aim is to give a systematic description of the word-stock of Modern English. So, Modern English Lexicology investigates the problems of word-structure and word-formation, the semantic structure of English words, the main principles underlying the classification of vocabulary units into various groupings.

The research methods used in Lexicology have been closely connected with the general trends in Linguistics. There are two principal approaches in linguistic science to the study of language material: synchronic (Greek ‘syn’ – ‘together, with’ and ‘chronos’ – ‘time’) and diachronic (Greek  ‘dia’ – ‘through’) approaches. With regard to Special Lexicology the synchronic approach is concerned with the vocabulary of a language as it exists at a given time, for instance, at the present time.

It is Special Descriptive Lexicology that deals with the vocabulary units of a particular language at a certain time. The discipline Modern English Lexicology is therefore a course of Special Descriptive Lexicology which studies the functions of words and their specific structure, its morphological and semantic structures, its object of study being the English vocabulary as it exists at the present time.

“The modern approach of word studies is based on distinction between the external and the internal structures of the word”[Antrushina, 2004:7].

By external structure of the word we mean its morphological structure. For example, in the word uncomfortable the following morphemes can be distinguished: the prefix un-, the root comfort and the adjective forming suffix – able. All these morphemes constitute the external (morphological) structure of the word uncomfortable.

The internal structure of the word, or its meaning, is commonly referred to the word’s semantic structure. This is certainly the word’s main aspect because a word can serve the purposes of human communication solely due to their meanings.

The diachronic approach deals with the changes and the development of a vocabulary in the course of time. It is special Historical Lexicology that deals with the evolution of the vocabulary units of a language as time goes by.

An English Historical Lexicology would be concerned with the origin of English vocabulary units, their change and development, the linguistic and extra linguistic factors modifying their structure, meaning and usage within the history of the English language.

These two approaches should not be contrasted or set one against the other. In fact, they are interconnected and interrelated because every linguistic structure and system exists in a state of constant development.

“Lexicology came into being to meet the demands of many different branches of applied linguistics, namely of lexicography, standardisation of terminology, information retrieval, literary criticism and especially of foreign language teaching” [Arnold, 1986:13].

Lexicology is linked with Contrastive and Comparative Linguistics which purposes are to study the correlation between the vocabularies of two or more languages and find out the correspondences between the vocabulary units of the languages under comparison.

In recent years a great deal of research work has been written to provide a scientific theoretical basis on which the vocabularies of different languages can be compared and described.

It is particularly concerned with comparing English and Kazakh, Russian words.

1. Branches of Linguistics

Modern English Lexicology is closely connected with other branches of linguistics, because the word, word-groups and phrases are studied in several branches of linguistics and not in lexicology only.

Lexicology is linked with general linguistics, the history of the language, phonetics, stylistics, grammar and such new branches of our science as sociolinguistics and some others:

· Phonetics investigates the phonetic structure of a language which is mainly

concerned with the  functioning of phonetic units  and studies the outer sound-form of the word i.e. its system of phonemes and intonation patterns.

· Grammar is the study of the grammatical structure or grammatical system of

a language. It is concerned with various meanings of expressing grammatical relations between words as well as with patterns after which words are combined into word-groups and sentences. The ties between lexicology and grammar are particularly strong in the sphere of word-formation which before lexicology became a separate branch of linguistics had even been considered as part of grammar. The characteristic features of English word-building, the morphological structure of the English word are dependent upon the peculiarity of the English grammatical system.
· The History of the English language covers the main events in the historical

development of the language: the history of its phonetic structure and spelling, the evolution of its grammatical system, the growth of its vocabulary.

· Stylistics studies many problems treated in lexicology, which are concerned

with the study of nature, functions and structure of stylistic devices, on the one hand, and with the research of each style of language, on the other, i.e. with its aim, its structure, its characteristic features and the effect it produces as well as its interrelation with the other styles of language.

· Sociolinguistics investigates the social reasons of the changes in the

vocabulary of a language which is directly and immediately reacts to developing and changes in social life. The rapid development of science, industry and technology gives a great number of new words, e.g.  CD/DVD drive – a small compact disc on which sound or information is recorded. CDs are played on a special machine called CD player; Webcam – a video camera that is connected to a computer so that what it records can be seen on a website as it happens; Flat-screen TV (also flat-panel), Flat-screen computer  – a type of television or computer monitor that is very thin when compared with the traditional type.

Thus, Modern English Lexicology investigates two main parts: the treatment of the English word as a structure and the treatment of the English vocabulary as a system. The course of Modern English Lexicology studies the morphological and semantic patterns according to which the elements of this system are built. It points out the distinctive features with the main semantically relevant partial differences between partially similar elements of the vocabulary which can be systematized and

the course tries to explain how these vocabulary patterns are conditioned by the structure of the language.

2. Lexical Units

The main unit of the lexical system of a language resulting from the association of a group of sounds with a meaning is a word. This unit is used in grammatical functions characteristic of it. It is the smallest basic language unit which can stand alone as a complete utterance.

The definition of every basic notion is a very hard task; the definition of a word is one of the most difficult items in linguistics because the word has many different aspects. It has a sound form with a certain arrangement of phonemes; it has its morphological structure with a certain types of morphemes; it may occur in different word-forms and various meanings.

A word is a semantic, phonological and grammatical unit based on the paradigmatic relations, on the interdependence of words within the lexical system. The syntagmatic relations show the relation of words in the patterns of arrangement.

A description of the word based on the results of research and carried out by many scientists is presented. The problem of creating a word theory based upon the real understanding of the relationship between word and thought, on the one hand, and language and society, on the other hand, has been discussed for many years. The efforts of many eminent scholars such as V.V. Vinogradov, A.I. Smirnitsky, O.S. Ahmanova, I.V. Arnold, R.S. Ginzburg deal with the problem of giving a clear exposition of the word as a basic unit of the language. The main points may be summarized as, “The word is one of the fundamental units of language. It is a dialectical unity of form and content” [Ginzburg, 1979:132].

The word is a speech unit used for the purposes of human communication, representing a group of sounds, possessing a meaning and characterized by formal and semantic unity. The formal unity of the word can be best illustrated by comparing a word and a word-group comprising identical constituents. The difference between a blackbird and a black bird is best explained by their relationship with the grammatical system of the language. The word a blackbird possesses a single grammatical structure. In the word-group a black bird each part can acquire grammatical forms of its own: The blackest bird, a black night bird.

According to the nature and the number of morphemes constituting a word there are different structural types of words in English: simple, derived, compound, compound-derived.

Simple words consist of one root morpheme and an inflexion (in many cases the inflexion is zero), e.g. seldom, chairs, longer, dog, card.

Derived words consist of one root morpheme, one or several affixes and an inflexion, e.g. acceptable, unemployed, disagreeable.

Compound words consist of two or more root morphemes and an inflexion, e.g. username, videodisc, book-stores, to baby-sit.

Compound-derived words consist of two or more root morphemes, one or more affixes and an inflexion, e.g. baby-sitters, middle-of-the-roaders, job-hopper.

When speaking about the structure of words stems also should be mentioned. The stem is the part of the word which remains unchanged throughout the paradigm of the word, e.g. the stem hop can be found in the words: hop, hops, hopped, hopping. The stem hippie can be found in the words: hippie, hippies, hippie’s, hippies’. The stem job-hop can be found in the words: job-hop, job-hops, job-hopped, job-hopping.

The most characteristic feature of word-structure in English is the phonetic identity of the stem with the word form which habitually represents the word as a whole and with the root morpheme. For example, the stem of the verb to talk remains unchanged throughout its paradigm (talk, talks, talked, talking) and coincides both with one of its word forms – talk and the root morpheme talk-.

A word, however, can be divided into smaller sense units - morphemes. The term “morpheme” is derived from Greek  morphē – (‘form’+ -eme). The Greek suffix –eme has been adopted to denote the smallest unit (cf. phoneme, sememe).

The morpheme is the smallest meaningful language unit. Morphemes occur in speech only as constituent parts of words but not independently. The morpheme consists of a class of variants, allomorphs, which are either phonologically or morphologically conditioned. In the word-cluster please, pleasing, pleasant, pleasure the root morpheme is represented by phonemic shapes [pli:z-] in please, pleasing and [pleəзә] in pleasure and [plezәnt] in pleasant. In such cases we say that the phonemic shapes of the word stand in alternation with each other. These are variants of one morpheme and they are called allomorphs.
Morphemes are divided into two large groups:

· lexical or root morphemes;

· grammatical (functional) morphemes.

Both lexical and grammatical morphemes can be free and bound.

· Free lexical morphemes are roots of words which express the lexical meaning

of the word they coincide with the stem of simple words, e.g. dog, book, room, house, ball etc.

· Bound lexical morphemes are affixes: prefixes (dis-) disabled, (un-) unnatural,

suffixes (-ish) girlish, (-ship) friendship and also blocked (unique) root morphemes, e.g. Fri-day, cran-berry.

· Semi-bound (semi-free) morphemes can function both as an affix and as a free

morpheme.  For example, the morphemes (well, half) on the one hand, they are free morphemes because they can exist separately like these:  sleep well, half an hour. On the other hand, they are bound in words like well-known, half-done.

· Free grammatical morphemes are function words: articles, conjunctions and

prepositions, e.g. (a, an, the, but, and, under, on, in).
· Bound grammatical morphemes are inflexions (endings), e.g. ( -s) teachers for

the Plural of nouns, (-ed) added for the Past Indefinite of regular verbs,( -ing) reading for the Present Participle, (-er) hotter  for the Comparative degree of adjectives. So inflexions carry only grammatical meaning and they are used for the formation of word-forms.

Having analyzed the lexical units of the English language we can say that morphemes are arranged according to certain rules, the arrangement differing in various types of words and particular groups within the same type. The arrangement of morpheme components underlies the classification of words into different types and enables one to understand how new words appear in the language.
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