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INTRODUCTION

This textbook is intended to be a generally understandable and
clearly organized outline of historical processes which took place on
the present day territory of Kazakhstan since pre-historic time. It
consists of two parts. In the first part in chronological sequence is
told about historical processes since ancient times till getting
independence in 1991. In the second part main attention would be
given to the contemporary history of Kazakhstan.

The existing works on Kazakhstan’s history usually stress the
evolution of the statehood on the territory of Kazakhstan. A number
of important general histories emphasize that Kazakh people have a
millennia-long history. Although some other works do not contain a
harsh critique of the Soviet regime nonetheless leaving aside certain
positive outcomes such as industrialization, educational progress and
national delimitation. Most of already published books offer idea of
Kazakh people struggle for their independence for centuries. At the
same time in works of Western and Russian authors is advanced the
idea that ancient population of the Kazakhstan might have either no
very little connection with the modern Kazakh ethnic group. Another
principal distinction of the textbook is that it avoids getting the
evidences and points, giving comprehensive explanation. On the
contrary, it makes students to ask and and to answer the questions
themselves. Control questions required students to interpret, to
imagine and to rationalize the possible answers because the answers
could not be found in the textbook. ‘

In the basis of the textbook underlines the idea that the historical
past of Kazakhstan was a complex mix of continuity and change. On
the basis of the outside forces that caused dramatic changes have
been distinguished patterns of the past. The first pattern is the genesis
of nomadism. In early Iron Age the entire population of the Eurasian
steppes passed to the nomadic mode of reproduction as a main
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