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Annotation: The Great Silk Road is the most famous trade route in the history of mankind. Once
merchants passed through it from the shores of the Pacific Ocean to the Mediterrancan Sea. Along this path,
cities and entire evilizations were born, flourshed and died. Where caravans passed, cities arose, they
became cultural and economac centers that played an important role in the history of civilizations. The trails
along which the caravans of merchants moved connected distant countries, citics and peoples. These ways
allowed not only trade. but also exchange between different parts of crvilization at the culiural level. Its
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separate sections merged, the roads went further and further to the west and east. north and south, covering
more and more new territories. This is how the Great Silk Road arose, which for centuries provided a irade
and culiural dealogue of vanous culiures and civilizations.

Key words: The Great Silk Road, mterculiural communication, nomadic and sedentary culiures,
trading

The Silk Road 1s the beginnmg of a great culture, prospenity and abundance. Along this path, caravans
traveled from country to couniry during the four seasons of the vear, communicated with the people, spread
the culwre, literature, philosophy, song and mne of the Peoples. Historical science testifics that the Great
Silk Road was the success of world civilization. Without exaggeration, the Silk Road can be called one of
the most striking and significant achicvements of mankind in world history. In the late periods of antiquity
and during the Middle Ages, it was a structure that embraced nomadic and sedentary peoples and tribes.
Consequently, more than two thousand vears ago. the ancient multifuncitional tract had global significance,
and its main feature was the connection of ancient, powerful civilizations of the East and West. It served as
an important link in the exchange of goods and the dissemination of the achievements of civilizations from
the Mediterranean Sca o the Chinese Wall. Being a kind of catalyst for communication betwesn mumerous
peoples, the Silk Road contnibuted to the socio-cconomic development of the territories through which it
passed. Through the Silk Road, the cultures and civilizations of the West and the East have gamed the
opportumty for self-realization and the development of self-awareness in the process of close interaction
and mutual ennchment He made cultural contacts frequent and brought them to a regular platform,
expanding people's ideas about the world From the first steps of their state history, the Turks controlled
important sections of the Great Silk Road. The main export commodity from China to Western countrics
was silk, which became an infernational currency. In addition to silk and other goods, religious wlcas, ant
and music spread along the Great Silk Road. The Turks were characterized not only by the prospeniy of
their state, but also by the development by their own people of the values of foreign cultures,
commumication between peoples. The Silk Road united vanous ideological systems, demonstrated religious
tolerance, and the desire for an active exchange of innovations. The Turks made a colossal cultural
breakthrough. formed a new type of open culture with its unique rumic script.

A special role in the formation of the Great Silk Road was played by the diplomatic relations of the
Cireat Steppe Deshi-1-Kipehak with s neighbours both m the East and in the West, which developed over
the centuries. These are relations with the Han Empire (Chana), the Mughal Empire (India), Persia (Iran),
and other states and countries. Historically, for thousands of years, Kazakhstan has been the zone of the
oldest amd largest momadism in Furagia im terms of territorial coverage — the nomadic lifestyle of the local
population. For about three millennia, nomadism has been the leading mode of production and the
prevailing way of life of the population of Kazakhstan Nomadism was the basis of the system of life support
and environmental management, material and spintual culture, mentality and psychology of the local
population, relations with neighbouring peoples, social organization, socio-cconomic relations and socio-
political system. Throughout these millennia, the entire history and culture of Kazakhstan were directly
connected exclusively with nomadism. Nomadic peoples have had a huge impact on the development of
civilizational processes throughout Eurasia. By their movements and mugrations, nomads glued together
disparate and segmented spaces, continents, worlds and civilizations, making them part of a single world
civilization space. They have made a huge contribution to the innovairive dissemination of culiural and
technological achicvements, contributed to the development and dissemination of cultural stereotypes,
institutional relations and the development of trade. Citics appeared on the borders of the nomadic and
settled worlds as centers of their interactyon and mutwally beneficial exchange. The contnbotion of nomads
o the development of state institutions was significant. Commodity routes through the territory of the
nomads influenced the development of world civilization like a livimg water flow. Thanks to nomads, the
world has become unified, amd civilizational SYSlEms are interconnected.
"The 5ilk Road = a truly great road, which in ancient times served as a link between the country and the
country, land and land. At that time, its value was no less than the later discoveries of Columbus and
Magellan.” - A. Kekilbayev wrote. He proves his thoughts by the fact, that the Great Silk Road was a great
avenue that lmked Asi and Europe not for one, but for several centuries, was the path of not only trade,
but also Diplomacy and cultural exchanges, and made its own contribution to modern civilization and to
the process of globalization [1].

The exchange of cultural products along the Great Silk Road took place not only among sedentary
civilizations, but also in a nomadic society. Nomads invented many products that are used in the daily life
of mankind, without depriving people of their livelihood. Many different goods were transported between
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the countrics along the Silk Read For example, jasmine water, musky nuts, carpets and fabrics, dye and
muneral raw materials, gems, ivory, ammal skin, bow and arrows, camels, elephants, horses, different types
of birds and ete. But, the main trade nem and the intermational currency fund remained silk.

Religious 1deas also spread along the Silk Road, and missionanes spread their faith to overseas
countrics. According to rescarchers, the penciration of Buddhism from India to China went through Ceniral
Asia and Kazakhstan This process began in the middle of the I century BC. The Turks have been strongly
influenced by Buddhism since the sixth century. Xuan-liang writes about the benevolent attitude towards
Buddhism of the kagan of the Western Turks. According to researchers, in the first halt of the seventh
century, some rulers of the Western Turks became Buddhists or patronized Buddhism. This may have been
due to their transition (o sedentariness and urkan life. Among the latest discovenies of archacologists is an
underground momastery discovered near the muns of the famous medieval city of Isfijab (Saram).

Along with Buddhism, Christianity spread along the Great Silk Road, which followed from West to
East. In the first half of the fifth century, a "heretical” sect of adherents of the priest Nestorius arose in the
Eastern Roman Empire. The pricst Mestorius taught that the Virgin Mary did not give birth to God, but to
man, 50 that Christ was oaly the "abode of the deity™, the bearer of the holy spirit. It was these mnovations
that caused confusion among the masses. The teachings of Nestonus were condemned at the Councal of
Ephesus in 431, and severe persccution of Nestonans began. As a result of the persecution, they were forced
to flee to Iran. In the VII—VIII centuries Nestoriamsm was widespread in the cities of Southern Kazakhstan
and Semirechye. There were Christian churches i many citics. At the urn of the IX—X centuries, a special
Karluk metropolia was formed, Christian churches operated in Taraz and Merk, Chnstians also lived in the
cities of the Syr Darya. During the excavations of the necropolises of the cities of Jamukata and Nevaket,
the graves of Chrishans with silver and bronze crosses were discovered. [ s also kmown about the
accidental discovery of a jade cross in the village of Krasnaya Rechka. The outstanding works of religious
art and religious symbols of Central Asian Chnistians, Turks by nationality, durmg the period of the birth of
Christianity in these parts until the end of the XIV century mclude kayraks. These are tombstones with
Nestorian inscriptions and symbols. The existence of Christian communitics i Semarechye is evidenced
not only by Syrian inscripions on tombstones, but also by Sogdian inscriptions on ceramics, on the hids of
large wine jugs. Thus, archacological and epigraphic finds in combination with data from medicval sources
show the ways of spreading Christianity.

Among the inhabitants of medieval Kazakh cities were representatives of Zoroastrniamsm, which
arose in the VII—VI centunies BC on the territory of ancient Iran. His ritual practice is characterized by the
worship of the four clements of the universe - water, fire, carth, air. The monuments of Zoroastrianism can
b traced in Central Asia, in Sogd. in the Syrdarya citics amd Semirechye. These are the remains of tower-
like structures that can be associated with towers of fire. They have been preserved in the topography of
the settlements of Kostobe and Krasnaya Rechka. A special vanant of Zorcastrianism, different from the
canonical one, spread in Central Asia and Kazakhstan It was closely intertwined with local pagan cults:
with the cult of fire, the kind of ancestors, animals — sheep, horse and camel. Many cults associated with
Forcastnansm confinued to exist in the eities of Kazakhstan even afier the armval of Islam. So, m the
houses of Oirar of the XII century, archacologists discovered hearths-altars, embedded in the floor. Bichly
decorated with carvings, they served to kindle fires.

Howewver, lslam, which spread in Kazakhstan, gradually replaced Christianity, Buddhism,
Foroastrianism and local cubts, The new religion was established in many cities on the Great Silk Foad. At
the beginning of the tenth century, the founder of the Karakhanid dynasty Satuk converted to Islam, and his
son Bogra Khan Harun B, Musa declared Islam the state religion in 960, Gradually, a new religion 1s
spreading among the nomads. Ibn Haukal reports abowt Muslim Turks who roamed between the Arab,
Kenjida and Shash. There is also information about the spread of Islam in the X1—XII centuries among the
Kipchaks. Archacological excavations of monuments of the IX—early XIII centuries testify to the
formation of urban Muslim culture m the region. In Taraz and Mirka, Christian churches were tumed into
mosques. As the population professing Islam grew, cathedral mosques were built in cities. In the second
half of the IX—X centuries, the funcral nite changed. Burials appear in carthen pits, mud brick crypts, the
buricd were oriented to the northwest, facing sowth. In the XI—XI11 centuries, monumental menorial
structures — mausoleums appeared on necropolises. For example. Aisha-Bibi Mausoleum, near Zhambyl.
Ceramics have also been found using the decorative possibilitics of the Arabic script. Some mscriptions are
purely decorative, but some contain varous kinds of benevolence, edification.

The functioning of the Great Silk Road required the creation of a developed system of mternational
division of labor m the production of goods for export and in the provision of transport communications
infrastructure. The organization of trade over long distances required the creation of special conditions for
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caravan trade - transshipment poinis, specialized markets, stable cash settlemenis and protection of property
rights of foreign merchants. All this market infrastructure has been maintained along the Eurasian routes
for more than one and a half thowsand years. The cities located along the Great Silk Road played an
important role in the process of transition to the settlement of the Turkic-speaking tribes that are part of the
Kazakh people. Trade relations and economic ties contributed to the fact that peoples and tribes adopted
from each other the experience of farming. So, if the Turkic-speaking tribes adopied settlement, agriculture,
and trade from the Sogdians, then the Sogdians leamed canle breeding from them. The Sogdians also
adopted the Turkic language, Turkic customs and traditions. During the trade. the countries that were on
the path of the Great Silk Road not only traded among themselves, exchanged goods. They also entered
into cultural ties with cach other. So, during the archaeological excavations in Taraz, silver jugs of amazing
beawty, made by Byzantine craftsmen, were found. During excavations at the settlements of Talgar,
Ispidzhab, Otrar oasis and other medieval cities of Kazakhstan, unique samples of Chinese porcelain dishes
were discovered. Local artisans tried to comprehend the secrets of pottery, imitate other masters, compete
with them, contribute something of their own. And this is a clear example of the exchange of cultures. These
tics were useful not only in the ficld of culre, they nfluenced peaceful, good relations between the
countrics. In the scttlements of Taraz, Balasagun, Ispidzhab, the remains of dwellings and monasterics were
discovered during excavations, which were a meeting place for people of different religious denominations.
And although they professed different religions, but in the field of culture they mastered the values of other
cultures, and developed them together. They competed with each other in the skill of making cultural
objects, works of an. And thus contributed to the development of world culture. Thus, all rade caravan
routes between the West and the East passed through Kazakh cities. To stop on the way mecant to come into
contact with local merchants, to establish relations, and this had a pesitive impact on the development of
relations between peoples. That 15 why the Great Silk Road still continued to function until the end of the
Middle Ages and contributed to the sock-cconomic development of cities such as Taraz, Sawram, Talgar,
Otrar, Turkestan, etc. Thus, the significance of the Great Silk Road lies in the fact that it played its enduring
historical role m the process of unating all aspects of human civilzation and was not only an instrument of
economic and intellectual integration of East and West, but also contributed to the mteraction and rowteal
enrichment of the matenial and spirrtual culture of the nomadic and settled peoples of Eurasia.

Ethnic and religious diversity led o an exchange of styles in art, and many works of art were created
in an eclectic manner. G Rubruk deseribes it as follows: "at the entrance to the Khan's Palace, Willelm
made a large wooden model out of silver, the roots of the tree were executed in the iImage of a hon, from
which it secems that milk flows, the silver tree was enveloped by a snake, and on the highest side of the tree
was placed a statue of an angel...» [2].The exchange of cultural products along the Great Silk Road took
place not only between sedentary civilizations. It 1s a mistake to think that there 1s no cultural breakthrough
in a nomadic socicty. Nomads in general, especially Turks, Hindus, Arabs, invented many products that are
now used m the daily life of all mankind as something that = not deprived of human life. This is often
repeated not only by thewr descendants, but also by Western and Russian scientists. For example, L.
Gumilyov highly appreciates the achievements of the Turks and Mongols in material culture: *._ The stirrup
first appeared in Central Asia between 200 and 400 vears. The first wooden wheelbarrow was replaced by
a large wheelbarrow, and then it was replaced by a yurt, which creates conditions for nomads to overcome
the Forest-Grove mountain slopes without difficulty. Indeed, in those days, the yurt was considered the
most mature type..." [3]. The Great Silk Road also had a great influence on the exchange of styles and
content in folklore. These epic phenomena were also reflected inother types of art. Cultural artifacts ereated
on the basis of the Turkic epics that conquered most of Eurasia are still found in vanous places today.

An excellent example of murtual culiural exchange along the Great Silk Road i the altar found during
excavations near Almaty. Here it 15 necessary to recognize the days of spintual purification from the "anmal
style” of the Turks and celebration of the existence of the world. In Saka, we can sce not only pamtmgs
related to the™ ammal style”, but also amimals that do not belong to the steppe. For example, pictures of a
winged keopard are attached (o s corners, along the edges of its paws there are pictures of seven tigers,
and m the center there are pictures of two camels. Along with the distribution of samples and standards of
artistic art, crafts, architecture, wall paintings m the East and West, music and dance arts, as well as
spectacular games were distributed from time to time. Qutstanding  performances, performances of
musicians and dancers, as well as animal trainers, acrobats and masters of gestures, "magicians” spread
cepecially quickly. During the excavations of various monuments on the Great Silk Road, many evidences
were found that they enriched cach other with the development of music and theater. This mcludes a
category of masked actors, dancing boys and girls, built o fit between the double humps of a clay camel
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image from the Tang era. The faces of many of these artists indicate that they are representatives of the
peoples of Central Asia.

In the IX-X centuries, coing issued by the Samani dynastics were in circulation in the cities of
Kazakhstan It can be seen that gold and silver coins began to serve as commeodity altematives inthose eras.

In fact, moncy arises from the high degree of exchange of one product of labor for another in
socicty. As a result of production and Exchange, one good is separated from the world of goods, and other
goods are exchanged for this good. Such a role, for example, was played by fur in carly Scandinavia, Rus,
tea in China, ctc. Later, the development of commodity production and exchange shifted the role of an
alternative commaodity o the monetary metal of money. "Because metal coms (silver, gold), due to their
natural propertics (divisibility, strength, case of carrying with them), were quite worthy to play the role of
moncy” [4]. The circulation of money, caused by the development of production and exchange in the society,
was further developed in the era of Turgesh, Karluk, Karakhan It proves that the need and demand for
muHey increased.

In conclusion, The Great Silk Road is a source of cultural ties between nomadic Turkic peoples. The
history of the Great Silk Road, which in ancient times connected East and West through trade, economic,
political and diplomatic contacts, dates back several thousand years. At different stages of its functioning,
there were changes in the content and meaning., directions and scale of these contacts, but what remained
unchanged was that the Silk Road retamed the role of an intercivilizafional brnidge. The researchers who
iravieled along it made a buge comnbution to the study of the culiural characterstics of the counines located
along ns entire length. Thanks to this, the world got acquamted with the ideas and works of great
philosophers, scicntists and statesmen. The Great Silk Road also occupics a special place in the history of
the development of international relations. It was not only a world trade artery, but also a channel of
diplomatic relations, providing an mtercultural communicative dialogue between different countries. The
Creat Silk Road, which emerged as a trade and diplomatic route at the end of the I century BC, was known
and of great importance as a way of cultural communication. Along with the spread of goods. cultural
patterns and standards in applied art, architecture, wall painting, music and dance art, spectacular
performances have spread across the countrics of the East and West. There was an intensive mutual
enrichment of cultures: peoples exchanged knowledge, spiritual and philesophical concepts and views. The
Crreat Silk Road made outstanding epic works the heritage of mankind. Various creeds were spread through
him: Buddhism, Judasm, Islam and Christianity and  ete. At the same time, he played a huge role in
establishing and mamtaining diplomatic relations between the centers of power of the Ancient World, the
largest states of the West and the East. Numerous written sources serve as proof of the importance of the
functioning of the Great Silk Road in this aspect. The process of mtercivilizational communication took
place intensively throughout the entire period of the functionmg of the ancient Silk Road. The history of
the Great Silk Roead 1s the history of bread cultural mteraction and interchange between the peoples of the
East and the West. This proves that enly close cooperation and mutual enrichment of cultures are the basis
of peace and progress for all mankmd.
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BACTAYBII MEKTEI HACBIHIAFB BATATAFILIH QJIEYMETTIK AKEILTEPTE
KBIRIF Y ITBELTRF B
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r-Papain amsiidass Kaaas Yummey Yiieepciimemi

Anaarna: Maganaga GacTaysln MEKTEN EackiHAAFE DAnaTapIkiH NCHXMIOIHANLE CPCKICTIRTEp
WHE QEEAPILEH MIICHH AICYMCTTCHY Npoleci KapacThphingisl. BacTayhim CRHEN OKYINEUIAPEHEEH
AMCYMCTTIK ECTUICPre KATHICYRIHA TANREY KYPrizu. batanapass ancyMETTIK KEAlIcpre TayCAMInHIH
Kayin $aETopiape) aHEKTATTEL

KinT cazaep: ancyMeTTeHY, AMCYMETTIK MeaHa, DacTayeim MCKTEN JKackl, TIVENLIE.
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