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During the last years due to scientific and research
works .done according to the national strategic
program "Cultural heritage" in the territory of East
Kazakhstan a considerable quantity of archaeological
monuments has been opened. Among them the most
significant ones are Berel and Shilikty imperial
barrows where outstanding examples of art and
crafts of our ancestors have been found in so-called
Scythian-Siberian animal style. This art characterizes
high level of technological development of the
ancient society of nomads, specifies its sociopolitical
structure, beliefs and religious views. Findings from
Berel and Shilikty have already become the national
symbols of Kazakhstan.

However, the ideas and beliefs about culture
are developed not only on the basis of research of
elite objects, but in a greater degree on the basis of
usual monuments as well. Numerous rock drawings,
grave constructions, stone sculptures and others

are included into this category. It is impossible to

understand the subject matter of historical processes
which took place in different times without fixing and
studying these monuments.

Deer stones are the most ancient examples of
monumental art found in territory of East Kazakhstan.

Deer stones are stone arrows which are usually
included into the system of grave monuments since
the epoch of final bronze and cover the initial stage of
the early Iron Age. The name «deer stones» occurred
due to the images of deer with the head of bird and
unusual horns put on the surface of arrows. The horns
were cast back and different views were suggested
on it.

The meaning of deer stones is the image of the
armed soldier. These arrows had various pictures of
weapon, board, belt, earrings, necklace and many
others except for deer image. A human face on these
arrows is represented extremely seldom and it is




