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Foreword for the publication

In front of you is already the second publication by Mara Gubau-
dullina and Andrei Chebotarev that explores in-depth current and possible
areas of cooperation between the European Union and the Central Asian
countries. This time in light of the new EU Strategy on Central Asia: The
EU and Central Asia: New Opportunities for a Stronger Partnership adopt-
ed in 2019. I am glad to see that the topic continues to generate interest
among researchers and academicians. We continue to count on the research
community together with other civil society representatives, to generate
new, mnovative proposals and recommendations on how to strengthen the
implementation of this Strategy at policy and programmatic levels.

Over the past years, the relations and partnership between the Europe-
an Union and Central Asia have acquired a new quality as reflected in the
new EU Strategy on Central Asia. EU’s strong commitment to stable, resil-
ient and prosperous Central Asia which we see as a strategic region linking
Europe and Asia together was not only reconfirmed by the new strategy,
but has underpinned it with a significant financial package exceeding EUR
1 bln.

However, for the region to benefit fully from its strategic location and
excellent human potential represented by young and dynamic population it
has to speed up its reform, transformation and infegration processes. As
illustrated by the breadth of engagement and cooperation, the EU wants to
strengthen ifs role as a partner for the Central Asian countries in the reform
processes, as a supporter of their integration in the world trading system
and of regional cooperation efforts. The Enhanced Partnership and Cooper-
ation Agreements continue to be a cornerstone of relations between the EU
and the Central Asian countries.

The priorities set out in the EU Central Asia Strategy - resilience,
prosperity and regional cooperation — continue to be of particular relevance
in the current context of addressing the consequences of the Covid 19 pan-
demic and for the future development of the region, working together to-
wards a green, sustainable and inclusive post-Covid recovery.

There 1s range of initiatives undertaken jointly, as one can see when
reading the book. The EU continues to promote initiatives aimed at closer
regional cooperation, including on border management, trade facilitation,
people-to-people contacts and water management. Mutual cooperation in
healthcare and education are key factors in the sustainable socio-economic
development of the region. Region’s transition towards a green economy,
including sustainable energy, cooperation 1n science, technology and mno-
vation, in the promotion of sustainable connectivity between Europe and
Asia in infrastructure, transport, and digital play a key role in accelerating
the pace of the economic diversification and transformation as well as
countries’ full participation m the global economy. Progress can also be
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noted in the in the area of security and counter-terrorism as well as in ex-
panding cooperation in the joint fight against transnational organised crime,
human trafficking, transnational drug trafficking and cybersecurity threats.

While expecting more progress in reforms we fully understand the
complexity of challenges that the countries of Central Asia and their socie-
ties are facing. In this regard, I am pleased to note that there is a growing
understanding of the importance of progressing on the rule of law, demo-
cratic governance, gender equality and human rights, which are key ele-
ments for the EU cooperation with its partners around the world. Creating
better conditions for all citizens to exercise their rights, improving business
environment and building a rules-based space attractive to investors are a
cornerstone for all countries in gaining their rightful place in world econo-
my, global trade and transport. It 1s encouraging to see that these principles
find their place in the National Development Strategies of our partners,
mncluding in the ambitious reform programme initiative by the President of
Kazakhstan, Kassym-Jomart Tokayev.

I hope this publication will generate interest and food-for-thought
among students as well as general public interested in the partnership be-
tween the European Union and the Central Asian countries. In addition, I
would encourage you to look at the EU’s experience as a peace project, and
whether it could serve as a source of inspiration and useful practices.

Let me finish this foreword by saying that a lot has been achieved but
even more needs to be done. I would like to use this opportunity to recon-
firm strong commitment of the European Union to work with our Central
Asian partners to translate the vision of the Strategy into concrete steps
moving our cooperation to a new qualitative level for the benefit of our
people.
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