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In order to achieve its goals, including in the field of food safety, the World Trade Organization (WTO)
cooperates with many international intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations through the
conclusion of cooperation agreements on issues related to the activities of the WTO.

The WTO closely enough in its activities, like its predecessor GATT, cooperates with the United
Nations (UN). It was the UN that adopted a lot of important documents relating to international trade, such
as:

- Principles of international trade relations and trade policy;

- Integrated commodity program.

As M.P. Trunk-Fedorov notes, “both organizations are in favor of active cooperation, but they do not
cause the actions of one to coordinate with the actions of the other”[1, P. 25].

On issues of food safety, the WTO interacts with the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), which
was established in 1945 and is part of the UN. The main objectives of FAO are: eradicating hunger, food
insecurity and malnutrition; the elimination of poverty and the promotion of economic and social
development for all, as well as the sustainable management and use of natural resources, including land,
water, air, climate and genetic resources, for the benefit of present and future generations. Within the FAO,
there is a Committee on Agriculture(COA), which covers not only agrarian problems but also the safety
of food products. To be precise, the functions of COA include rulemaking in agriculture, animal husbandry,
food security, nutrition, rural development,and natural resource management. The COA also provides
advice and recommendations to the FAO Conference on Global Policies and Regulatory Issues in
Agriculture, and to the FAO Council on issues related to the organization’s priorities, programs, and
budgets [2].

In the structure of the FAO in 1995 was established the Office for Cooperation with the WTO, which
has been assigned the status of a permanent committee.

FAO representatives participate in the work of the General Council, and also serve as experts on the
WTO Committee on Agriculture, on sanitary and phytosanitary measures, on technical barriers to trade,
on subsidies and countervailing measures, etc.

FAOQ assists its members in fulfilling the commitments they made under the WTO, constantly conducts
seminars for the countries - members of the World Trade Organization on WTO rules and methods of
supporting agriculture, which is of no small importance, since “our country faces big challenges in
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preparing effective professionals who know the problems of the WTO and are able to apply the norms of
the WTO agreements” [3, P.210].

In turn, representatives of the WTO are invited to attend the meetings of the FAO Conference, which
takes place every two years and is the highest governing body of FAO.

To address the challenge of food security, FAO monitors international supply, production and
consumption of food in various regions of the planet. Based on the data obtained, FAQO provides statistical
data and an assessment of food security to the WTO in connection with the provisions of the Agreement
on Agriculture in the field of prohibitions and restrictions. “The Global Information Organization and the
Early Warning System and FAQO are an important source of information useful for implementing decisions
on measures regarding the possible negative effects of policy reform for the least developed countries and
developing countries that are the largest food importers” [4, P.74].

Close cooperation between the WTO and FAOQ has established in the area of establishing sanitary and
phytosanitary measures for international trade in agricultural products. This interaction takes place in
accordance with the Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures and the
Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade under the WTO Committees on Sanitary Measures and on
Technical Barriers.

In cooperation with the WTO and FAO, the Joint FAO Commission, the Codex Alimentarius, the
World Health Organization, and the International Plant Protection Convention are also actively involved.

Under the auspices of FAO, multilateral environmental agreements have been developed that have an
impact on international trade, namely:

- International Agreement on Plant Genetic Resources;

- An exemplary code of conduct in forestry;

- Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries;

- International Code of Conduct on the Distribution and Use of Pesticides.

It should be noted that states, international and non-governmental institutions have the right to request
“information regarding the degree of exposure to the danger of certain types of flora and fauna” [4, P.81].

Confidence in the safetyfood, no cheating dishonestsellers and manufacturers is oneof the important
tasks that governmentsdecided from the oldest days. In history, you canfind a lot of examples of how
different countriesindependently drafting laws andproduct requirementsfood often used varioussecurity
and quality testing methodsfood and informconsumers about purchased goods.However, differences in
national requirements andstandards often made it difficultcross-border trade. At the same time, consumers
began to increasingly understand the risks associated with food, including health risks from
microorganisms, pesticide residues, unsafe food additives,and other substances.

States need to be actively involved in the development of international food trade standards if they
want to take advantage of global trade and keep up with the inevitable technological changes, according
to a publication released by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and the World
Trade Organization [5, P.27].

Developing countries, in particular, should invest in developing capacities and skills for effective
interaction with international institutions and organizations, such as the WTO and the Codex Alimentarius
Commission, which is the main international food regulatory authority in the world.

“When food standards and international trade complement each other, it helps to ensure food security,
as well as improve the quality of nutrition throughout the world. It can also help stimulate growth and
development and make progress towards achieving new Sustainable Development Goals”said WTO
Director-General Robert Azevedo.

One of the significant results of the interaction of the WTO with FAO is the creation of a single
document called Codex Alimentarius within the international body of the Codex Alimentarius
Commission.

With the Codex Alimentarius, the WTO forms a system of rules to ensure the safety, quality and fair
trade of food.The Codex Alimentarius Commission was established to address these problems, as well as
develop and publish food standards as part of the Food Codex (Codex Alimentarius) to improve health
care and ensure uniform and fair rules of the game in world trade. In accordance with the general principles
of the Code, it serves as a guide and helps in the development of definitions and food requirements for
their harmonization and the subsequent involvement of food products in world trade. Therefore, Codex
standards have gained an important role in the WTO SPS and TBT agreements.

Standards, guidelines,and rules of the Codex are inherently advisory in nature. To make them
mandatory, countries should purposefully introduce them into national legislation. All Codex documents
are freely available on the Codex website [6].
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Codex standards set the requirements for the physical and chemical characteristics of nearly 200 of the
products on the market, ranging from apples to frozen fish and bottled water.

The agreements of the WTO Committee on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures, as well as the
Committee on Technical Barriers to Trade, set out basic rules on how governments can apply food safety
measures and animal and plant health, as well as technical rules for human health, environmental protection
and providing reliable information for consumers. The agreement of the WTO Committee for Sanitary and
Phytosanitary Measures specifically refers to standards developed by the Code to ensure food safety, and
WTO members often refer to these standards during discussions in the Committee on Technical Barriers
to Trade.

While countries in transition have recently begun to expand their participation in key Codex and WTO
committees, the level of participation of many least developed countries remains low [7, P.450].

The application of Codex standards and collaboration with SPS and TBT committees allows a country
to contribute to improving health care and expanding international trade opportunities. Successful
participation is based on good knowledge and understanding of food security and standards.Commitment
to goals and ongoing investments in improving food control systems are very important.

To improve food safety, countries should apply an integrated approach, taking into account the views
of representatives of various industries. Coordination at the national level is key tomaximizing the benefits
that can be obtained from the application of the international code of food standards, agreements on SPS
and TBT.

Coordination at the international level (for example, betweenorganizations) is also an important
condition for increasingeffectiveness and impact of international support.

As for any institution where everyone has the right to vote and participation, the two complementary
areas, the Code and the WTO, are based on the quality of the contribution made. Participation is important
to implement change, support and move forward with international standardization, the use of SPS and
TBT tools, which in turn supports the work and importance of both bodies.

Starting work on the Code, member countries develop food standards that establish criteria for health
and trade protection. Thanks to the WTO agreements, the participants are seriously harmonizing trade
measures, taking into account these international standards. Then,again with the help of the WTO,
participants control the application of standards to each other for their inclusion in the legal framework
and the impact on trade achieved. The chain closes when information on the needs of interested parties
and trade returns back to the process of developing the Code, allowing participants to decide on the need
to develop a new standard or update an existing one. Boostqualifications provided by FAO, WTO and
other bodies is very important to maximize the benefits of the system among member countries [8, P. 166].

Food control is becoming increasingly necessary to ensure rapid response to outbreaks of foodborne
illness. Methods for measuring radiation, pesticides and other chemical pollutants in food are becoming
increasingly sensitive and highlight the growing importance of the capacity of developing countries to
assess and manage their associated risks.

These trends pose serious problems for many developing countries, where food inspection and
certification systems are often in their infancy, and supply chains are often fragmented and
underdeveloped. WTO, FAO, and other stakeholders have established a partnership, the Standards,and
Trade Development Foundation, to disseminate best practices and support projects to help developing
countries expand market access by adhering to international standards.
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