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A short review of use of relevant terms in modern science: competence, competency and competence approach with the aim of defining the author’s relation is given. The problem of formation of educational (key) competences at students is reviewed, an attempt to provide the rise of the quality of education and the decision of the problem of preparation of highly qualified specialist, who will suit the international standards is presented. Modern society requires the formation of competitive specialist, who can react on the rapidly changing life circumstances, because of this the concept of full system of key competences is relevant, where an important place takes communicative competence. The improvement of this type of competence is needed for effective implementation of speech activity both in the sphere of social-cultural and for future profession. This is explained by the reason that the speech of the one hand is the mean of communication and interaction between people, on the other hand the marker of intellectual potential of future specialist. It is stated that the implementation of competence approach in the institutes of higher education increases the efficiency of educational process and accordingly will increase the quality of education. That is why the development of new standards of education, new typical and working programs, educational and methodic complexes, textbooks and school-books, oriented on the expected results is needed. 
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