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BILINGLU AL CHILDREN’S DOMINANT LANGUAGE

Abstract. In this article the author researches the wrzem provioms o Kaoih-
Russian bilingualism of primary school age children: mais types o ol 5 Bilin-
gualism to be mentioned, among them the type with domsman lansuase & comsidered.
Although there are many factors which have an sxfsemce o Svelopmens of school
children’s bilingualism such as familv. school pesrs sic S ms Smporiant is 50-
cialization that has a great impact on childres = Simsusam

Key words: dominant langucge. chalidren s Silmeusiom, dsiessas. speech ac-
tivity, switching codes.

L Imtredwction

Since the globalization and internationalization phenomena are spreading more
and more all over the world, and they embrace almost all fields of people’s life in-
cluding their speech activity, nowadays the problem of children’s bilingualism are
being considered as one of the most important problems in linguistics. Some re-
searchers believe that «in principle, all of the world's population can be considered
bilingual, because in most countries of the world more than one language are in-
cluded into school curriculumy» [1, 1]. International contacts and exchanges increase,
and the important role is played by knowledge of a second language.

Children’s bilingualism in Kazakhstan is not just co-existence of two languages
in children’s speech, but vital necessity due to the main factor leading to children’s
acquisition of 2 second language — both Kazakh and Russian, i.e. inevitable socializa-
tion, which appears as a mandatory part of linguistic socialization, accompanied by
different psycholinzuistic factors. One of them is the hypothetical balance between
two languages = children’s bilingual speech.

We have dome 2 s=scarch on the speech of bilingual children of primary school
age, that is, puni’s Tom S first to the fourth grade at the beginning of the study; the
children were si= or sewem wears old at the first school year, and respectively, at the
last grade of prmas ssfewd — 2t fen or eleven. On the basis of our preliminary
screening for our s=s==® %= Bawe chosen children attending Kazakh schools; they
can be called beimeous wiemsss sunils attending Russian schools have different and
uncqual skills = “wo Smmmess s e latters are rather diglossial than bilingual,
moreover many farmis Sl oF Sussian schools to be revealed as monolingual.
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cal, grammatical, and cultural. The second group of errors, which are characteristics
of the speech of bilingual children, could be also easily found in the speech of mono-
lingual children.

The sociolinguistic situation in the Republic of Kazakhstan allowed existing and
functioning for natural Kazakh-Russian children's bilingualism which is determined
by the situation of stable bilingualism among the indigenous population who are bi-
lingual due to multiethnic peoples of Kazakhstan where more than hundred ethnical
representatives live nowadays. In this surrounding children of primary school age
have to be bilingual although in different way; some of them have high level of lin-
guistic skill while speaking Kazakh or Russian, others have as a dominant language
the Kazakh language whereas the third group of children’s speech is characterized by
Russian as a dominant language.
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