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	KAZAKHSTAN: MDP/Global classroom students of Al Farabi KazNU Presented an innovative report on SDG in Kazakhstan
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January 17, 2013. Almaty, Kazakhstan MDP/Global Classroom students at Al Farabi KazNU presented an independent report on sustainable development of Kazakhstan at the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) Headquarters in New York City. It is quite unique that such a high-quality comprehensive project was completed entirely by a team of students. The report covered Kazakhstan’s latest efforts to promote sustainable development goals (SDG) in the context of the RIO+20 Declaration and Kazakhstan’s government initiatives such as “Green Bridge”, “Global Energy and Ecology Strategy for Sustainable Development” and National Strategy “Kazakhstan 2030.”

the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Kazakhstan to the UN, and other UN agencies, attended the event. This forum brought together experts from several countries and from different organizations.
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During the opening session, Dr. Rafis Abazov, director of MDP/Global Classroom program at Al Farabi KazNU and academic supervisor for the project, presented the MDP program and introduced the rationale for conducting a joint independent project between students from the Earth Institute at Columbia University and Al Farabi KazNU between September 2012 and January 2013. After this, MDP Global Classroom team leaders introduced the methodology and major findings of their research titled “THE NEXT STEP: KAZAKHSTAN’S 2030 SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS: AN ASSESSMENT OF THE POLITICAL, ECONOMIC, ENVIRONMENTAL AND SOCIAL PILLARS OF KAZAKHSTAN”. They assessed the role of public policy initiatives and innovative approaches in developing a sustainable environment in Kazakhstan, including ability to meet the Millennium Development Goals and work on implementing Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) objectives. Supervised by Professors Rafis Abazov and Galiya Ibrayeva, students conducted research focusing on international best practice and policy strategies of the government of Kazakhstan. This project has been developed jointly within the framework of the MDP/Global Classroom program and in the context of assessing the implementation phase of the Rio+20 Declaration, Kazakhstan’s Green Bridge program and post-RIO+20 action plan to promote green economy and SDGs by utilizing incremental innovations and youth’s creative thinking. At the end of the session Mr. Sanjar Tursaliev of UNDP thanked all team members for the interesting presentation, highlighting that it was the first time Kazakh students presented their research at the UNDP Headquarters. He further expressed his interest in continuing cooperation and hosting similar presentations in future.
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The independent report on sustainable development of Kazakhstan was supported by UNDP, UNIC and UNESCO office in Almaty and UNAI program (NYC). In addition, MDP/Global Classroom students conducted research titled “Biking Habitats,” which focused on innovative approaches in developing biking culture and promoting sustainable development in Almaty in cooperation with UNDP program GEF-UNDP “City of Almaty Sustainable Transport” project. This project won III Almaty International Innovation Forum award of 1,000,000 tenge (about US$8,000).

Background:
The MDP/Global Classroom program of Columbia University is an international platform for scientific and educational cooperation in the field of practical solutions for sustainable development (for details please see: http://globalmdp.org/mdp-program/global-classroom-overview).

GEF-UNDP “City of Almaty Sustainable Transport” project aims to solve the problem of greenhouse gas emissions from transport and improve the urban city environment (for details please see: http://www.cda.kz/cast)

Al-Farabi Kazakh National University has been working for several years in the field of research and training on sustainable development in cooperation with international organizations and leading universities around the world. Cooperation with Columbia University began in September 2011. Columbia University and Al-Farabi KazNU also work on an innovative training program on sustainable development and the impact of climate change on development in various areas of Almaty and Kazakhstan.

For all questions, please contact the program managers:
Rafis Abazov (Columbia University/Al Farabi KazNU), tel. 377 3559
r.abazov@yahoo.com
Galia Ibrayeva (Al Farabi KazNU) tel. 377 32 64
galiya.ibrayeva@gmail.com
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