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CENTRAL ASIA AS A CULTURAL AND
CIVILIZATIONAL ENTITY

U.K. Abislpra

CHALLENGES OF REGIO\.AL LITERATURE STUDY
Lr' NIODER\ SCIE\CE

arious forms oflitefary links and typological observalions

became lhe subject of comparative literary sludies long

ago. Focusing on ceftain phenomena repealedly occurring

in diflerent national lilcratures enablcs researchers to idendry some

comrnon lcatures and ccrtain regularilics ofintercthnic naturc (Com-

parison. i.e. establishmenl of si ilarilies and differences bet\'leen

historical phenomena and explanation of the latter appears lo be an

integral part of any historical research. The prominent comparativ-
:i \'.M. Zhirmunsky rvrote, (Comparison would not destroy spccilics

of a phenomenon under study (individual, national. historical)l more

!r\.r it is only through comparison. i.e. idcntification of similarities
and diflcrcnces, one can dctermine the spccifics) ll.177l

Rescarchers'eflorls are currently focused on rcgularities and

rrends in developnent ofdifferent nalional literatures, including idcn-
iiiication ofthe universal, pan-hLrman and unique in the arlislic picture

ri rhe $orld. Though unique. original, independcnt and inimitable.
:3.h ethnos cxisls rn a conlinuous dialogue with the others- The dia-
..!ue bct\\'een elhnoses, betwccn cultures and Literaturcs is predeter-

::r:ned b-! human nalure itselfwhich is mirrored in the litenry process.

StuAing rcgional literalrr?, with ils wide range of idertifications.
::i rr*n a\iology and anthropology. eic. is regardcd as aD irnportant re-

:jj:rh afea. Literar] regions are perceived as <cultural nestst charac-

::::z:: b\ a special local mentality and a r'ersatile terfitorial. national
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