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The article describes the main views of domestic and foreign experts on the development of trans-
port corridors in Central Asia. The relevance of the problem is explained by the expansion of transport
infrastructure in the Central Asian region within the framework of both national and international pro-
grams. The participation of Central Asian countries allows to solve a number of problems through the
realization of the country’s transit potential. However, in the process of implementing infrastructure proj-
ects, regional states face risks that require a correlation of transport policies with the national interests of
the countries. This explains the wide scientific interest in this issue. The expert community is increasingly
focusing on issues of transport policy of states and international cooperation on transport projects. De-
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the scientific literature there are no works of a complex nature, studying the transport corridors of Central
Asia. This also applies to historiographic research.
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Kasipri foiAbiMu 3epTTeyaepaeri OpTaabik, A3usi KOAIK AQAI3I MaceAeaepi

Makanapa OpTanblk, A3MsHbIH TPaAHCMOPTTbIK ABAI3  AaMyblHa OTaHABIK, >K8He LeTeA
caparniblAapAbIH Herisri ke3kapactapbl KapacTbipbiAFaH. OpTaAblK, A3USHbIH KOAIK ABAI3I MaceAeci
LUETEAAIK 3epTTeyLIiAEPAiH eHOeKTepiHAe OeACEHAI TYPAE, >KaH-)KaKTbl KapacTbipblAa 6acTaapl.
KapaAaTbiH MOCEAEHIH ©3€eKTIAIr YATTbIK >KOHE A€ XaAblKapaAblk, OaraapAamMasap LeHbepiHae
OpTanblK, A3Ms  alMaFblHAAFbl  TPAHCMOPTTbIK,  MH(PAKYPbIAbIMHBIH,  KEHEIOIMEH  TYCIHAIPiAeAl.
OpTanbik, A31s MEMAEKETTEPIHIH KATbICYybl MEMAEKETTIH TPaH3UTTIK MOTEHLUMAAbIH >KYy3ere acblpy
APKbIAbI DipKaTap MOCEAEAEPAI LIEWyre MyMKIHAIK Oepeai. AAariaa MHPaKYPbIAbIMABI XK06aAapAbl
>Ky3ere acblpy 6apbiCbiHAQ aiMaKTbIK, MEMAEKETTEPAE YATTbIK, MYAAEHIH TPaHCMOPTTbIK, cadcartreH
e3apa 0aMAaHbICTbl KAXKET eTeTiH ToyekeAMeH TyHicin KaAy kayni 6ap. bya AoA ocbl Meceaere aereH
FbIABIMM KbI3bIFYLILIABIKTbI TYCiHAIpeai. CapaniubiAap KaybIMAACTbIFbl TPAHCMOPTThIK, >K06aAapAarbl
XaAbIKAPaAbIK, bIHTbIMAKTACTbIKKA XOHE MEMAEKETTIH TPAHCMOPTThIK, CasgcaTbiHa KOOIpeK KeHiA OoAyae.
XaAbIKapaAbIK, >koHe alMaKTbIK, AEHreMAeri TPaHCMOPTTbIK, KOPUAOPAAP GOMbIHLLIA 8P TYPAI acrnekTiAep
>KaFblHAH >KYMbICTapAbIH YAKEH CaHblHA KapamacTaH, fbiAbiMM oAebueTTe OpTasblk, A3USAHbIH
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TPaHCMOPTTbIK, KOPUAOPbI CasiCV FbIAbIMFA ThIM LUEKTEYAI FbIAbIMM KbI3bIFYLLIbIAbIKTbI GirAipeai. Kasipri
FaAbIMAQPABIH FbIAbIMM €HOEKTEPi KOTEpPIAIN OTbIpFaH MOCEAEHIH KOAEHKEAI TYCTapbIH alllyFa KeleHA|
KemekTep bepe araAbl.

TyiiH ce3aep: TpaHCNopTTbiK, Kopuaop, OpTaAblk A3us, TPAH3UTTIK MOTEHUMAA, capaniibiAap
KaybIMAQCTbIFbI, YATTbIK, MyAAE, Kayin-kaTep.
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INpo6AeMbl TPAHCMOPTHLIX KOPUAOPOB LleHTpaAbHOM A3uK
B COBpPeMEeHHbIX MCCA€AOBaHUSX

B cTaTbe paccMOTpeHbl OCHOBHbIE B3rASIAbI OTEUECTBEHHbIX M 3apyHEsKHbIX IKCMepTOB Ha Pa3BUTUE
TPAHCMOPTHbIX KOPUAOPOB LleHTpaAbHOM A3UKM. AKTYaAbHOCTb pPaccMaTpyBaemon npobaemaTmku
00BSACHIETCS pacluMpeHrMemM TPAHCMOPTHOM MHQPACTPYKTYPbl B LIEHTPAAbHOA3MATCKOM PErvoHe B
pamKax Kak HalUMOHAAbHBIX, TaK M MEXAYHApPOAHBIX Mporpamm. Yuactue ctpaH LleHTpaabHon A3uu
MO3BOASIET PeLlaTh LieAbIi psia NPOOAEM Yepes PeaAr3aLmio TPAaH3UTHOIO NOTeHUMaAa cTpaHbl. OAHAKO
B Mpouecce peaAm3almm MHPPACTPYKTYPHbIX MPOEKTOB PernmoHaAbHble FOCYAAQpPCTBA CTAAKMBAIOTCS C
pycKamm, KOTOpble TPEeOYIOT KOPPEASLMM TPAHCTIOPTHbLIX MOAMTUK C HALMOHAAbHbIMU MHTEpecamm
CTpaHbl. DTO 0O BACHSIET LWMPOKMI HAYYHbIA MHTEPEC K AQHHOI MPO6GAEMaTUKE. DKCMEPTHOE COOOLLECTBO
BCe 6OAbLIE BHUMAHME YAEASET BOMPOCAM TPAHCMOPTHOM MOAMTUKM FOCYAAPCTB U MEXKAYHAPOAHOMY
COTPYAHMUECTBY B TPAHCMOPTHbIX NpoekTax. HecMoTps Ha 6GOAbLLIOE KOAMYECTBO PaboT MO pa3AMUHbIM
acrnekTam TPAHCMOPTHbIX KOPUAOPOB MEXAYHAPOAHOIO M PEerMoHaAbHOro Maclitaba, B HayuHOM
AVTEPATYPE TPAHCTIOPTHbIE KOPUAOPBI LIeHTpaAbHOM A3uu NpeACTaBAsiAM cOB0I BECbMA OrpaHUYeHHOe
MOAE HAyYHOro MHTEepeca AAS MOAMTUYECKMX HayK. PaBGOTbl aHAAMTMKOB valle HOCST OMUCATEAbHbIi
xapakTtep. OHM OMUCHIBAIOT COCTOSIHME COBPEMEHHONM TPAHCMOPTHOM ceTu B LleHTpaAbHOM A3um,
NPOEKTbI, MPeAAaraemMble 3apyHeskHbIMU NapTHepamu, U NPOOGAEMbI, C KOTOPbIMM CTAAKMBAETCSl PErvoH
npu peaamsaumm 3tux npoektoB. OAHAKO B paboTax HET NepcreKkTUBHbIX CLEHapueB M aHaAM3a
CUTYaLMM, KOTOPAsi MOXKET BO3HUKHYTb B GAMKANLIEM OYAYLLIEM HA OCHOBE CyLLECTBYIOLLMX (DAKTOB.

KAroueBble cAoOBa: TpaHCMOPTHble KOpUAOPLI, LleHTpaAnbHas A3usi, TPaH3WTHbLIM MOTEHLMAA,
3KCMepTHOe COOBLLECTBO, HALMOHAAbHbIN MHTEPEC, PUCKU.

Introduction

Expansion and improvement of the transport in-
frastructure in the Central Asian region has a num-
ber of positive aspects for the sustainable develop-
ment of the region and for attraction non-regional
economic partners.

InCentral Asia, thereisan extensive infrastructure
network, and the region is located at the crossroads
of several international highways and rail routes.
However, the infrastructure network cannot fully
satisfy all the transit needs of the region. In Central
Asia there is being implemented a number of foreign
concepts, promoting the development of transport
corridors, such as, for example, the «New Silk Road»
and «Economic Belt of the Silk Road.» In turn, the
Central Asian states apply their own efforts for the
development of transport infrastructure. Currently,
each of the five republics of the region has adopted
the state program aimed at the development of the
transport sector, which should allow them to get an
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access to the international trade routes. However,
the implementation of these plans can be hindered
by a whole range of internal and external factors.
On the one hand, there is a lack of the necessary
infrastructure and legislation in this area, on the
other hand — there appear escalated contradictions
between the external forces. However, despite all the
contradictions, the Central Asian countries follow
accepted programs, aimed at the development of
transport.

In foreign and domestic political science, more
and more attention is paid to the transport policy
of states and international cooperation in transport
projects. At the same time, the development of
international transport corridors in the global
economy, their role as a «circulatory system» of
the emerging in the world integration partnership
spaces, have not yet been adequately considered
in scientific circles. In the scientific literature, the
role of international transport corridors is studied by
various sciences, the problem itself'is at the interface:
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political, economic and sociological disciplines. At
the same time, the subject matter of this research is
political science, although data from adjacent fields
of knowledge were used.

Methods

The purpose of the article is the analysis of
the scientific literature about the development of
transport corridors and transit potential of the Central
Asian countries in order to identify the influence of
external players on this development.

Methods and theoretical approaches in study
the public diplomacy. An analysis of the literature
on the stated topic shows that there is still no unified
theoretical and methodological approach to the
problem of the transport corridors formation and
functioning. The neo-functional approach allows
to analyze the possibilities to achieve peace and
security through cooperation and rapprochement
in all geographic regions of the world through the
development of transport infrastructure. Proponents
of this approach international argue that technical
cooperation can be beneficial to states without
any violation of the national sovereignty of states
(Philippe, Schmitter, Ernst, Haas, 2008).

The theory of geopolitics as a scientific direction
uses both different methodological approaches and
specific methods and research techniques. Among
them are the methods of geographical, political and
related sciences. The choice is dictated by research
objectives.

The stated issues will be analyzed within the
framework of the realism neoclassical theory. As
part of its key thesis that the main system variable
is the distribution of material capabilities between
states. This variable determines both their place in
the system and the strategy of behavior towards
each other. In the case of China, this is the use of
the periphery for the implementation of its geo-
economic plans. For Central Asian states this is an
opportunity to develop transit potential by forming
an alliance with a stronger economic partner.

Foreign and domestic studies on transport
corridors of Central Asia

Transport  corridors in the context of
globalization. Contemporary world politics is under
the constant influence of two processes: globalization
and regionalization. Economies are being combined
within the globalization processes and protect their
interests through regional associations. The control
over markets and ways of goods and raw materials

delivery becomes a cause of political confrontations
between great regional and non-regional powers,
as well as various integration associations. In
this situation transport begins to take increasing
importance.

Transport is one of the major components of
the monetary base of the economy of each country.
It has long been considered to be the engine of
progress. Man used any means at hand for the
purpose of transportation of goods and people. In
the modern world transport services provide the
increase of the efficiency of social production, the
normal functioning of the economy. They create
the conditions for a rational distribution of the
productive forces of the country, considering the
most suitable approach to the areas of production
and consumption of sources of raw materials
enterprises in different sectors of the economy,
which allows people to develop such industries
as agriculture, trade and others. Important role
is played by transport in the resolution of social
problems, in providing cultural, business and
tourist trips of the population, as well as in the
development of cultural exchange in the country
and abroad. The role of transportation in the
modern world is so enormous that the state puts its
development on one of the priority places.

The basic idea of any transport corridor — is
the concentration of transport, cargo and passenger
traffic on the highways, which have the maximum
bandwidth and a high level of arrangement. The
principle of the creating a transport corridor itself
is known for a long time. However, the modern
systems of transport corridors have been actively
established on all continents since the 1970-s, as
a tool for trade and development in the era of the
globalization of the economy. The main purpose
of any transit corridor — is to ensure the conditions
for the unimpeded and cost-effective movement of
vehicles in a certain direction. In this case there are
solved, mainly transport and technological problems
connected with the construction and modernization
of the means of communication, terminals,
information systems and so on.

Central Asia, located at the junction of two
continents, is a historical bridge between Europe and
Asia. Historically, Central Asia has been considered
to be a region, located at the crossroads between
East and West, North and South. Constantly it is
recognized the fact that this region is an important
participant of trade and economic processes that
take place between the countries of Europe and
Asia. A huge influence on the development of the
region has made the Great Silk Road, which runs
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through Central Asia, because for centuries it has
brought various goods and culture to the region.
Today Central Asia is once again engaged in the
development of the strategy for the improvement of
transport infrastructure. Unimpeded movement from
one point to another is necessary for the development
and improvement of regional trade. The construction
of highways and railways in the countries of the
region and between them is a priority of the foreign
policy. For this purposes in the countries of Central
Asiathere are being issued special national strategies
and government programs aimed at the development
of transport and communications. The states of the
region recognize the increasing role of transport in
the modern system of international relations and the
importance of international transport corridors for
the further sustainable development.

In order to assist national strategies of the
Central Asian countries there are developed various
international programs with the support of foreign
countries. In the framework of these projects there
is provided an expert support in the field of transport
and trade. It promotes the facilitation of trade, the
integration of the international transport corridors
between countries, as well as solving problems
in the transport and trading systems in the region.
The projects also attract funding from international
financial institutions, partners and private investors.
Providing financial, scientific and technical support
for the implementation of transport projects,
regional and non-regional players are also seeking
to obtain certain benefits, which include profits from
the future operation of the international transport
corridors; geopolitical interests in the region; the
creation of stronger ties with the countries of Central
Asia and so on.

The development of transport corridors in Central
Asia corresponds to the Ninth Goal of the United
Nations in the field of Sustainable Development.
With the establishment and operation of routs in this
region there will be created flexible infrastructure;
transport corridors will contribute to inclusive and
sustainable industrialization, encourage innovations
and develop high-quality, reliable, stable and robust
infrastructure, including regional and cross-border
infrastructure. International transport corridors are
created in order to support economic development
and human well-being, with special emphasis on the
real and equal access for all people.

Expert opinion. Various aspects of the
development of transport corridors in Central Asia
are the subject of research of historians, political
scientists, economists and analysts worldwide.
During the consideration of the degree of scientific
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elaboration of the problem, the authors used the
country- problembased approach.

A major role in the analysis and review of the
problems and prospects of the development of
transport corridors is given to American academia.
The particular interest in the study of Central Asia
appeared in the US expert community with the
creation by the Director of the Institute of Central
Asia and the Caucasus, Professor Frederick Starr,
«Greater Central Asia» project (Frederick Starr,
2005). F. Starr in his work proposed a scenario that
should be directed to the military-strategic and geo-
political union of Central Asia and Afghanistan. In
the framework of the geopolitical unification there
has been envisaged the development of the region’s
transport network which would link Afghanistan
with other republics of Central Asia. Thus, the
work of Starr had practical and recommendation
character. On the diplomatic level, US officials
began discussing the project with the Heads of the
Central Asian states, which is a proof that the Central
Asian region is in the scope of US geopolitical
interests. This fact is indicated in the work of another
American political scientist — Zbigniew Brzezinski’s
«The Grand Chessboard» (Brzezinski, 1998).

It can be concluded that in most cases, the
problem of transport corridors is considered by the
US researchers in terms of geopolitical interests in
the region, with the establishment of concrete and
practical programs and projects. However, some
analysts are paying great attention to the analysis
and review of the state of the road network of post-
Soviet countries and the problems associated with
its reconstruction and maintenance. For example, an
economist at the US Department of Justice, Director
of Economic Research of the antimonopoly control
of the Ministry of Justice of the United States,
Russell Pittman in his work «Railway reform in
the former Soviet space: not quick progress,»
considered the current state of the road network
in Central Asia, inherited from the Soviet Union
(Pittman, 2013). He points to the problems faced by
countries in the region and the reasons for the slow
development of transport infrastructure. Thus, it can
be concluded that the works of American researchers
and analysts are diverse in nature — on the one hand,
they include theoretical consideration and analysis
of Central Asian transport infrastructure. On the
other hand — they carry practical plans and projects
for the modernization and development of the
region’s transport network with the further creation
of transport corridors.

The issues of the development of transport
corridors are also analyzed in other countries. In
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the foreign historiography there is a certain number
of works devoted to the subject, among them the
work of Ali ResulUsul, Director of the Center for
Strategic Studies of the Turkish Republic, «Eurasian
transport corridors — a new way of cooperation: the
geopolitical and economic benefits» (Ali ResulUsul,
2015: 26-29).In this paper, he analyses a variety
of international initiatives in the field of transport
development in Eurasia, such as the American
strategy of «New Silk Road», the Chinese program
«One Belt — one way» and so on. At the same time
the analyst provides a detailed evaluation of these
strategies, and shows the attitude of the Turkish
Republic to the projects. This work is of interest in
terms of the analysis of foreign policies.

The research of problems and issues of the
development of transport corridors in Central Asia
is currently becoming popular in the academic
environment of China, because the country has a
major interest in the creation of stronger ties with
the region by highways and railways. One of the
researchers in this field is Sun Li — deputy director of
the Institute of Russia, Eastern Europe and Central
Asia of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences,
Professor, with his work «The Economic Belt of the
Great Silk Road — together to build a bright future»
(Sun Li, 2015: 5-12).

In this work, a lot of attention is paid to the
analysis of the Chinese initiative for the construction
of transport corridors in Central Asia. Additionally
the researcher noted the characteristics of China’s
foreign policy in the field of transport cooperation.
In this paper was indicated the fact that the Chinese
initiative is extremely beneficial not only for the
Chinese partners, but especially for the countries of
Central Asia. Another hallmark of the work of Sun Li
is the emphasis on the interface between the Chinese
initiative and internal policy of the Republic of
Kazakhstan. This fact demonstrates an active policy
of China to develop closer ties with the region. Thus,
the Chinese historiography is analytical in nature,
aimed at demonstrating the current Chinese policy
on rapprochement with the countries of Central Asia
in the context of the development of transport and
communications.

The issues of the development of transport
corridors in Central Asia are also studied by
Iranian analyst. For example, the Director of the
Central Asia and Caucasus Institute for Political
and International Studies at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran
Eradzh Elahi in his work «Transport corridors of
Iran as a factor of the economic integration of the
region» pays a lot of attention to the development

of Iran’s relations with the republics of the region
in the field of the development of transport
corridors (Eradzh Elahi, 2015).In addition, the
researcher pays attention to the current state of
the region’s road network and the fact that Iran’s
ties with Central Asia are at a low level due to the
lack of high-quality roads. Based on these facts,
the analyst provides a detailed description and
describes future uses of the new road Kazakhstan
— Turkmenistan — Iran. In addition Eradzh Elahi
in his work refers to the specific advantages that
get Iran and the Central Asian countries from the
exploitation of the international corridor, focusing
on the fact that through Iran it can be provided an
access to seaports. Thus, the author, referring to
the advantageous position of Iran, tries to prove
that the operation of the international transport
corridors on this route will be the most profitable
and perspective.

The development of transport corridors in Central
Asia is analyzed by Russian political scientists,
historians, economists and analysts. The analysis
of certain works allowed finding out and giving the
definition of «transit potential of the country» and
the criteria by which the country’s transit potential
is assessed. Some authors have quite different
points of view on this issue and give their own
definition and derive their laws related to the level of
development of transport. So, A.M. Kudryavtsev —
Employee of OJSC «Sberbank of Russia» and A.A.
Tarasenko — the Head of training and retraining of
personnel, Director of the Institute of training and
retraining at Tyumen State Oil and Gas University
in their joint work «The methodical approach to
the evaluation of transport infrastructure of region»
used a scientific approach (Kudryavtsev, Tarasenko,
2014). The authors derived a special mathematical
formula by which it can be determined the level
of the development of transport infrastructure in
the region. In their approach, they used mostly the
density of the transport network in the 1000 sq. km.
At the same time, using the derived formula, it can
be calculated not only the level of the development
of transport infrastructure, but also the level of the
development of other types of infrastructure.

Another approach to this issue was used in the
work of analyst from the Group of experts, updating
the Russian «Strategy — 2020» V.A. Veremeyev
«Macroeconomic assessment of the railway
infrastructure» (Veremeyev, 2011). In his work
the author examines the pattern of the relationship
between the development of infrastructure, public
railway transport and macroeconomic indicator
— GDP per capita. And according to the results of
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his analysis it can be determined the level of the
development and the use of transport infrastructure
of the country depending on the level of GDP and
the density of roads in the country.

At the same time, another Russian analyst,
associate professor of Murmansk Technical
University Y.V. Zadvorny in his work «The criteria
for assessment of the development of transport
infrastructure in the region» brings his own
evaluation criteria (Zadvorny, 2011). However, they
do not match the criteria that have been identified
by other analysts, mentioned above, because
Y.V. Zadvorny divides them into two categories: the
criteria showing the characteristics of the transport
(cost, the time of cargo transportation and so on);
criteria, reflecting the activities of the transport
complex, or a single economic entity as a whole (the
share of service products in this market segment,
quality performance indicators and so on).

According to the works of Russian political
scientists and historians it can be analyzed the
state of the transport infrastructure in Central Asia
and considered foreign initiatives on transport
development in the region, using an independent
point of view and the statistical data of Russian
universities and think tanks. In this context, particular
value has the work of a leading researcher of the
Sector of the Eurasian Regionalism of the Center for
Post-Soviet Studies at the Institute of the Russian
Academy of Economics, Doctor of Economics M.O.
Turaeva «Transport infrastructure of Central Asia in
the conditions of modern regionalization» (Turaeva,
2014). In her report there are examined regional
trends of transport infrastructure development in the
region, analyzed the major transport projects in the
region with the help of various sources of funding
and with the participation of foreign states. The data
contained in the report, were used to analyze the
current state of the transport network in Central Asia
and for the analysis of projects of regional and non-
regional powers in the development of transport
corridors in the region.

The most Russian studies analyze the possibility
of a politically and economically efficient
conjunction of the Eurasian Economic Union and
the Chinese initiative of the Silk Road Economic
Belt. The EAEU and the SREB can successfully
dock, despite the fact that their initial goals differ
significantly. However, analysts do not exclude that
Beijing’s ambitious plans may conflict with Russia’s
integration projects. The effective conjunction of the
Eurasian project and the Chinese global initiative
BRI is hindered by «national egoism» and the lack
of coordination between the members of the EAEU,
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in particular, between the founding states of the
integration association, Kazakhstan and Russia
(Kazantseva, 2015).

Russian historiography includes work with
completely different analytical point of views.
Consideration of these points of view allowed
the authors of the article to reveal the differences
and similarities, and based on these indicators to
highlight the definition of «transit potential» and to
find out the criteria for the country’s transit potential.
In addition, based on the Russian historiography
there were analyzed transport projects in the region
with the participation of foreign states.

Problems of the transport development and
the construction of transport corridors are also
highlighted in the works of analysts from the
republics of Central Asia. Experts from Kyrgyzstan
Murat Suyunbaev in his work «Geopolitical
peculiarities of Kyrgyzstan: internal and external
aspects» (Suyunbaev, 2004) and A.K. Dolotbakova
in the work «Improvement of logistics — the way to
expand the scope of the Kyrgyz Republic tourism»
(Dolotbakova, 2015) wrote that Kyrgyzstan
and throughout the Central Asian region need
to modernize and develop the transport system,
as transport — is a basis of development of any
country in the today world. Analysts generally focus
attention on the problems of transport development
in Kyrgyzstan, as in the mountainous country,
where the terrain is a deterrent. However, during the
analysis of the works it can be traced a common idea
that the country seeks to overcome this problem and
develops the transport network. Thus, the authors
seek to demonstrate the fact that the entire region
needs to develop transport and logistics network for
further effective development of the economy and
address the various global challenges.

The scientific work of T.I. Tohirov, the Tajik
analyst at the Polytechnic Institute of Tajik Technical
University named after Academician M. S. Osimi
«The concept of the transit potential of the road
transport system in the region» considers a transit
capacity of the road transport system in the region,
provides a brief description of some projects and a
description of the strategy of Tajikistan in the field
of development auto transport (Tohirov, 2014). In
general, the work is more descriptive.

Specific attention to the problem of development
of transport corridors is given in the works of analysts
from Turkmenistan. For example, the employee of
the Institute of Strategic Planning and Economic
Development of Turkmenistan Natalia Ovezova in
her works «Golden link» of the international North
— South corridor» (Ovezova, 2014) and «Transport

International relations and international law journal. Nel (85). 2019 27



Central Asian transport corridors issue in the scientific literature

route of North-South: the economic aspect of
transity (Ovezova, 2016) describes the prospective
use of the transport corridor North — South, which
passes through the territory of Turkmenistan and
Kazakhstan. Much attention is paid to the advantages
that can be benefited by the countries of Central Asia
during the operation of this route.

The Republic of Uzbekistan, as one of the main
actors in transport corridors in Central Asia is also
interested in this issue. The work of the employee
of the Center for Geopolitical Expertise Ivan
Alexandrov «Uzbekistan in the system of the Central
Asian regional geopolitics» partially pays attention
to Uzbekistan’s participation in the development of
the region’s transport network (Alexandrov, 2003).
In the work, the great attention is paid to the relations
of the Republic with other countries of the region
and geopolitical interests of Uzbekistan. Thus,
basing on some aspects of this work, it is possible to
draw conclusions about the role of the Republic of
Uzbekistan in the development of transport corridors
in Central Asia.

The works of analysts from Central Asia also
describe the problems that are constraining factor
for the development of transport corridors. For
example, an independent expert from Tajikistan
BakhtiyorSanginov in his work «The Ferghana
factor and security in Central Asia» dwells on the
geopolitical threats and internal problems of the
region (Sanginov, 2013). Analysis of these factors
leads to the conclusion that the existence of intra-
regional conflict has a negative impact on transport
corridors. In addition, there are questions about
benefits from the operation of international routes.
It is also a limiting factor in the development
of highways. This issue is covered in the work
of the correspondent of the German newspaper
Deutsche Welle in Dushanbe GalimFaskhutdinov
«Railways in Central Asia: which route is more
profitable?»(Faskhutdinov, 2013).

Kazakh  politicians, political  scientists,
historians and analysts also analyze the issue of
transport corridors. Kazakhstan historiography is of
great value in the study of the issues of development
of transport corridors and regional transport
infrastructure, as conceptualization of the problem
first occurred in the State Program of infrastructure
development «NurlyZhol» on 2015 — 2019 years,
which was announced by the President of the
Republic of Kazakhstan N. A. Nazarbayev in his
Message to the people of Kazakhstan in November
2014 (State Program of infrastructure development
«NurlyZhol», 2015).The first item of this program is
the development of transport and logistics complex

in the country, since, under the terms of the strategy,
on the basis of the transport complex will be based
the economic development of Kazakhstan. Thus,
the problem of transport was highlighted as a
particularly urgent and requires special attention.

The conceptualization of the transport and
transport infrastructure development issue has also
been made in the Program of the President of the
Republic of Kazakhstan «Plan of Nation — 100
concrete steps, 5 institutional reforms» (Plan of
Nation — 100 concrete steps, 5 institutional reforms,
2015).This program is the result of the analytical
work aimed at studying the basic perspective
directions of the development of the state, and is a
set of specific transformations of various spheres
of activity. The development of transport and
communications is one of the most perspective and
necessary steps for the future of industrialization
and economic growth of the whole country.

Kazakh political scientists and analysts in their
work often turn to the issue of the development of
the region transport network and Kazakhstan in
particular, as major issues of foreign policy that
require careful consideration. For example, much
attention is paid to this issue in the works of Sultan
Akimbekov, especially in scientific articles «Choice
of the year» (Akimbekov, 2015: 8), «Hard Times»
(Akimbekov, 2015: 7-8) andsoon. Inhispaper
«Anewtwistin ~ Kazakhpolitics»  (Akimbekov,
2014: 9) there is reviewed and analyzed the new
economic policy of Kazakhstan «NurlyZhol» and
foreign initiatives that are carried out under this
program. S. Akimbekov in this paper emphasizes
on the fact that the development of infrastructure,
namely transport infrastructure is the long-term
Investment in the development of any country.
In this work there is determined the need for the
development of transport and communications of
the Republic of Kazakhstan.

Kazakhstan expert Aset Ordabayevin his work
«Geopolitics of transport corridors in Central Asia»
(Ordabayev, 2015) detailed analysis of the current
state of the Central Asian transport infrastructure.
In addition it highlights and analyzes the projects
of regional and non-regional powers for the
development of transport corridors in the region.
The author highlights the geopolitical interests of
these powers, which they pursue in the construction
of certain corridors. However, there is no definition
of the transit potential and specified criteria of transit
potential. Accordingly, during the analysis it is
impossible to say which of the countries of Central
Asia has the highest transit potential, the most
committed to its development and is of particular
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interest for foreign projects.

Kazakhstan historiography includes works of
political scientists, who pay attention to the problems
that have a negative impact on the development of
transport corridors, not only in Kazakhstan but also
in the whole region. So, the Kazakh political analyst
DosymSatpayev in his analytical work «Tinderbox
of Central Asia» (Satpayev, 2013) focuses on the
inter-state confrontations, as the primary source
of all conflicts and problems within the region.
Analysis of this work allowed to associate the
problems of development of transport corridors with
the unresolved inter-state issues in Central Asia.

Kazakhstani analysts’ works make it possible
to reveal the value of foreign projects for the
development of transport and communications in
the region and to analyze the geopolitical interests
of foreign players in Central Asia. For example, in
the work of the employee of the Institute of World
Economics and Politics under the Foundation of
the First President of the Republic of Kazakhstan
A. S. Kaukenov «Features of Chinese diplomacy in
Central Asia» (Kaukenov, 2008) there is given an
overview of the Chinese projects in the region.

Konstantin Syroezhkin, the well-known expert
of the Kazakhstan Institute for Strategic Studies
under the President of Kazakhstan, considers that be
implementing the SREB project, China is expanding
its list of investments into Kazakhstan’s economy.
Apart from the oil and gas sector, Chinese money
will go towards infrastructure, industry, agriculture,
tourism, among others.

Apart from economic problems, Kazakhstani
experts have also discussed cultural differences
and how they may hinder successful realization of
SREB. Fatima Kukeyeva, professor of al-Farabi
University argues: «Apart from the possibilities, the
implementation of the SREB contains risks that the
Kazakhstani side needs to manage. The main risks
are in the economical, as well as the ideological
and civilizational spheres» (Kukeyeva, Duysrbayev,
2018).

In the Republic of Kazakhstan there are held a
variety of conferences devoted to the development of

its component Silk Road Economic Belt.

transport and communications in Central Asia. They
are organized with the support of the Kazakhstan
Institute for Strategic Studies, Institute of World
Economics and Politics under the Foundation of the
First President of the Republic of Kazakhstan, think
tanks, various universities and other educational
institutions. During the conference, experts from
different countries present their research works and
theresults of research and analysis. This demonstrates
the fact that the development of transport corridors
are particularly relevant in today’s world.

Conclusion

Thus, it can be concluded that the development
of transport corridors in Central Asia is being
discussed in the works of analysts, historians and
political scientists from different countries — the
United States, Iran, Turkey, Russia, and Central
Asian countries. However, the problem falls into
the category of contemporary urgent problems
that are poorly researched and understood. The
works of analysts are mostly descriptive — they
describe the state of modern transport network in
Central Asia, projects that are offered by foreign
partners and the challenges, faced by the region
in the implementation of these projects. However,
the works does not have any forward-looking
scenarios and analysis of the situation which
may arise in the near future on the basis of the
existing facts. In addition, most studies doesn’t
emphasize on the geo-political interests of foreign
actors in the development of transport corridors
in Central Asia. Due to the fact that this issue
relatively recently has received conceptualization
and is particularly relevant for the study, the
whole historiography has a relatively small set
of information. Therefore, this issue requires
constant monitoring and research, as is relevant
and is currently being studied.

The analytical community studying transport
corridors in Central Asia is still forming, which is
largely associated with the implementation of the
Chinese Belt and Road Initiative in the region and
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