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The features of the development of ecological tourism in the East Kazakhstan region
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The article is devoted to the features of the of ecological tourism in the East Kazakhstan region. Nowadays . the
development of tourism acquires mass character and plays more considerable role in satisfaction of sociocultural
necessities in the field of leisure. One of recreation types is ecological tourism that can be an alternative for bringing in
of profits from tourism without a damage to the people and environment. Development of eco-tourism in our region is
topical, because the East Kazakhstan region is rich by its history, varied scenarios and well-developed infrastructure of
motorcar highways and railways. There were formulated prerequisites of its development in the region, also difficulties
of the development of ecotourism and possible ways to overcome them were considered. The current position of
touristic recreational ecological potential of East Kazakhstan was analysed. Investigation on the basic tendencies of
development of the tourism industry turned out that ecotourism can be considered as the balance, which can provide
jobs. stable high incomes and save intact wildlife. In regions such as the East Kazakhstan, ecotourism can help nature
protection, growth of employment and socio-economic development. The conclusions were drawn on the prospects for
the implementation of ecological tourism in protected areas.

Key words: East Kazakhstan region, ecotourism, recreational resources, development of tourism, environment,
infrastructure, landscape.
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Maxkana Ilsireic KazakcTaH afiMarbIHAAFBI 3KOJIOTHSJIBIK TYPU3MHIH JaMy epeKIIenikrepine apHairad. Kaszipri
oeMIe TYPHM3MAI AaMBITY JKalllaii CHUIIaTKa HMe JKOHE  QJCYMETTIK-MOJEHHM KaKeTTUIKTEpiH KaHaraTTaHIbIPyZa
MaHBI3IBl POJ aTKapaabl. Typu3M TYpPIEpiHiH Oipi SKONOTHIIBIK TYpPH3M KOpIIAFaH OpTaFra 3WsSH KENTipMeH, Kipic
OKEJIETIH TypH3M TYpi. DKOTYPH3MJI JaMBITy Oi3/iH aiiMakTa ©3eKTi Macese Oounbin oThip, cededi Lbirpic-KazakcTan
00JbICHl TapuXbl Oaid, opTYypil NaHamadTapbIMEH JKOHE JKaKChl MH(PPaKYpbUIBIMBI Oap aBTOMOOWIIb Maructpaibiapbl
MEH TeMIp JKOJIapbl JKaKChl JaMblFaH aiiMak. AMNMaKTarbl SKOTYpU3MII JaMBITy Typalibl aJFbIIIaPTTaphl
TYKBIPBIMJAJIBINT JKOHE OJIap/bl LIeuly jkojiapbl Kapacteipburrad. Lleirbic KazakcTaHHBIH peKpeanusiblK TYPUCTIK
9KOJIOTHSUIBIK QJIEYETiHIH Ka3ipri »kafnaiibl capanrtanrad. Typu3sM WHIYCTPHUSICHIH JIaMbITYJIbIH HETIi3r1 TeHACHIMsIaPbI
3epTTENreH, SIFHU KYMBIC OPBIHJAPBIH JXKOHE XalIBIKTBIH TYPaKTHl JKOFaphl TaOBICTAphIH KaMTaMachl3 €Te ajlaThlH,
COHBIMEH KaTap Tipi TaOMFaTThl XKaHAIIBIPIBIKIICH CAaKTalTHIH 3KOTYpU3M KapacTelpburraH. [1IbiFeic KazakcTan cusKThI
aliMakTapia SKOTYpU3MJI [aMbITy, TaOWUFATThl KOpPFay, XaJBIKTBIH J>KYMBICIIEH KaMTY, OJICyMETTIK-3KOHOMHKAJBIK
JlaMyblHa KeMeKTece anajbl. AMMaKTbIH epeKlle KOpFalaThlH TaOUFHM ayMaKTapblHJa SKOJOTHSUIIBIK TYpU3MII Ky3ere
achIpyJbIH OoJlalarbiHa KOPBITHIHBUIAD JKACAIFaH.

Tyiin ce3mep: ILleireic Kasakcran aiimarbl, AKOTypU3M, TYpPHU3M JaMYBIHBIH PEKPEALUsUIBIK PEeCypCcTaphl,
KOpIIaraH opTa, HHPPaKypbUIBIM, JIAHAIADT.
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CraThsl IOCBAIICHA OCOOCHHOCTSM Pa3BHUTHUS SKOJIIOTHUECKOro Typu3ma B Bocrouno- KaszaxcTaHCkoM peruole.
PasButue Typu3Ma B COBpEMEHHOM MUpE MPUoOPETacT MaCCOBBIN XapaKTep U UrpacT Bce OoJiee 3HAYUTEIBLHYIO POJb B
YIOBIETBOPEHUH COLIMOKYJIbTYPHBIX HOTpeOHOCTEN JMIHOCTH B cepe nocyra. OfHUM U3 BUIOB PEKpealny SBISETCS
9KOJIOTMYECKHH TypH3M, KOTOPBIi MOXET CTaTh allbTEPHATHBOW ISl TIPUBIICUCHUS JOXOJ0B OT Typusma 0Oe3 yuiepba
MECTHBIM JKHTEJISIM M OKpY’Karolel cpejie. Pa3Butie sKoTypr3Ma B HallleM PErHoHe aKTyajbHO, TaK Kak BocTouHo-
Kazaxcranckas oOmacteh Oorara CcBOoed HCTOpHEH, pa3HOOOpa3sHBIMU JaHMMAQTaMH W XOPOUIO  Pa3BHTOM
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HHPPACTPYKTYPOH aBTOMOOMIIBLHBIX MAarucTpaliel U Kele3HOAOPOKHBIX MmyTei. CHopMyTnpOBaHbl MPEINOCHUIKH €T0
Pa3BUTHS B 3TOM pPErHOHE, OXapaKTEPU30BAHBI TPYAHOCTH, JJISI Pa3BUTHA SKOTYpHU3Ma U PAacCCMOTPEHBI BO3MOXKHEIC
MyTH WX TPEOJOJCHUSA. AHAIM3HPYETCs TEKyIIee COCTOSHHE TYPHCTHUECKOTO PEKPEAIliOHHOTO 3KOJIOTHYECKOTO
noteHuuana Bocrounoro Kazaxcrana. MccnenoBaHsl OCHOBHBIE TEHACHLMM Pa3BUTUS TYPUCTHUYECKOM OTPACIH, YTO
9KOJIOTHYECKUH TYpH3M MOXKET paccMaTpUBAThCSI IMEHHO TeM OalaHCOM, KOTOPBI MOXKeT o0ectiednTs pabodne Mecra
1 CTaOMIIBHO BBICOKHE JOXOIBI HACEICHUS M COXPAHHUT B HENPUKOCHOBEHHOCTH TUKYIO MpHpoxy. B Takmx permoHax
kak Boctounsrii KazaxcraH, 3KOTypuU3M MOXET TIOMOYb OXpaHE HMPUPOJBI, POCTY 3aHATOCTH HACEJCHUS U COIMATBHO-
9KOHOMHYECKOMY pa3BUTHIO. CIelaHbl BHIBOJBI O MEPCICKTHBAX OCYIICCTBICHUS 3KOJOTHYSCKOTO TypH3Ma Ha 0C000
OXPaHSAEMBIX TCPPUTOPHI.

KawueBbie cioBa: BocrouHo-KazaxcTaHCKui pPErHOH, JKOJOTHYECKUN TYPHU3M, PEKPCAIlMOHHBIC PECYPCHI,
Pa3BUTHS TypU3Ma, OKpYKaIolias cpefa, HHppacTpykTypa, JaHauadT.

Introduction

The development of tourism is topical and priority direction for each region of our country and
one of the main goals specified in the Address of the Head of State to the people of Kazakhstan.
Sustainable growth of the country's economy due to accelerated industrialization and infrastructure
development, where the tourism sector plays an important role (Bektimirova N.N., 2003: 146.).

Since the beginning of the 80s of the XIX century, one of the priorities of travel is ecological
tourism. According to one of the definitions, ecological tourism is all kinds and forms of tourism,
where the main motivation is observation and communication with nature, which contributes to the
preservation of the environment and cultural and natural heritage, with minimal impact on them
(Bektimirova N.N., 2003). This makes us talk about the phenomenon of so-called ecotourism, a
special sector of the tourist area, which, according to some estimates, already covers more than ten
percent of the tourist market, and its growth rates are 2-3 times higher than the corresponding rates
in the entire tourism industry (Lukichev A.B., 2011: 3-6).

Relevance of the research topic. Today the main task for all regions of the world, is the
development of new approaches to solve problems of preserving the natural environment, and the
East Kazakhstan region is also in the list. In general, the nature of East Kazakhstan: the diversity,
uniqueness, attractiveness and vastness of landscapes not yet covered by urbanization processes
represents ideal conditions for the successful development of ecological tourism, (Shajkenova R.R.,
Mamutova K.R., 2009) So. East Kazakhstan region, since it has a rich potential for the development
of ecological tourism. Ecological tourism in the East Kazakhstan region is not only an interesting
journey, but also an introduction to the preservation of the environment (Kajgorodcev A.A., 2011,
NakatkovYu.S., 2012).

The aim is to analyse the features of the development of ecological tourism in the East
Kazakhstan region, which has considered as a specific and promising type of tourism activity
(Allcock, A., Jones, B, Lane, S., Grant, J., 1994).

The task is to analyse the current situation of ecological tourism and its place in the economy
of East Kazakhstan, and to identify the prospects for the development of ecological tourism in the
region.

The object of research

Tourism is one of the factors of world integration processes, and tourism business is now
becoming a significant sector of the economy. Ecological tourism is currently a priority sector and
contributes to the sustainable development of the economy. Analysis of the tourist market of
Kazakhstan conducted by the Kazakhstan Tourist Association (KTA) and IPK experts in 2005
showed that Kazakhstan possesses a huge untapped nature potential with a large number of national
parks and reserves, as well as an outstanding cultural heritage (Blamey, R.K., 1997: 109-130).

Research and survey (about 10 000 questionnaires) conducted in Germany, Great Britain,
France, South Korea and Japan showed that there is a high interest for ecological tours to
Kazakhstan among foreigners.

There are several types of ecotourism, which include:

1.Natural tourism - aimed at the development of nature (mountains, forests, caves);



2.Biotourism - the object of this type of ecological tourism is the manifestation of nature;

3. Ecotourism - objects - cultural places, natural, anthropogenic landscapes, where the culture
is fully connected with the environment (Cater, E., 1994).

Ecological tourism is very popular among Yyoung people, aged people. who love active and
interesting rest (Ceballos-Lascurain, H., 1987). On the basis of the foregoing, let consider the
development of ecological tourism in East Kazakhstan in connection with the growing interest of
ecotourists in this region and as one of the new and dynamically developing sectors of world
tourism industry (Gibson, A., Dodd, R., Joppe, M., Jamieson, B., 2003: 324-327).

East Kazakhstan is well known for its rich recreational potential, formed from unique natural
and historical sites. This is the highest mountain of Siberia Belukha, revered as sacred among many
peoples who lived here; the only one in the world in terms of significance and size is the geological
Tarkhan gorge. The relic and endemic plants of the region are of great interest; huge tracts of rock
paintings, which have no analogues in the world; extensive grave complexes, including the
Zevakinsk and Berel (Hetzer, W., 1965: 1-3). The nature of this region is diverse. In the south-east
rises Saur ridge and Tarbagatai, and between them and the Southern Altai, lies the Zaysan hollow.
The rivers of East Kazakhstan - the right affluent of the Irtysh Kurchum, Bukhtarma, Uba, Ulba -
are full of turbulent water, they contain not only the richest energy reserves, but also places for
extreme rest (Higham, J., Luck, M., 2002: 36-51). Below to Oskemen (Ust-Kamenogorsk) to Semey
(Semipalatinsk) Irtysh flows through a wide valley. An interesting feature of East Kazakhstan is the
possibility of studying all types of landscapes that are available in Central Asia in a relatively small
area. The scenery of this region can be enjoyed within a single tourist tour (Honey, M., 1999). Here
you can see:

— sandy-desert zones;

— clay canyons;

— steppe zones;

— highlands;

— forests and taiga;

— alpine meadows;

— mountain peaks, whose height exceeds 4500 m above sea level (the peak of Altai and Siberia
- the mountain Belukha).

Unusual geographical and geopolitical position equally with a unique landscape echoes with a
diverse culture and traditions. In one tourist trip, tourists will be able to see the culture of the
original nomadic Kazakhs, representatives of anglers, old-timer, and visit the maral farm. All these
factors will present to each tourist an interesting, diverse, dynamic and unforgettable journey
(Ecotourism Association of Australia 1992).

East Kazakhstan is the most biodiversity-based region includes 24 national reserves, the total
area of which is 6% of the entire territory of the East Kazakhstan region. Particular attention should
be paid to the territory of the Kazakhstan Altai, which is part of the Altai-Sayan ecological region.
Due to its unique landscape and biological diversity, this region is included in 200 priority global
ecological regions, defined by the International Organization "WWF Living Planet" (Fennell, D.,
2001: 403-421).

East Kazakhstan is famous for its magnificent honey - Altai mountain honey for its aroma,
taste and medicinal qualities is considered one of the best in the world; here there are bears and
marals (or noble deer). The diversity and beauty of natural high-mountain landscapes, the richness
of the animal and plant world, the presence of turbulent rivers, noisy and rapid waterfalls, healing
springs and other places of special prominence is the Katon-Karagay district. In the heart of the
Altai Mountains between two picturesque lakes, at the bottom of the stone bowl are the famous "
Rakhmanovsky keys" (Kastelein, B., 2004: 36-42).

At this time, a great demand for a growing segment of the tourist market is ecotourism. To
meet the requirements of the market, such forms of accommodation have been developed, where
tourists can be acquainted with local traditions and culture; enjoy a stay near nature conservation
areas. Tourists visiting the regions are provided with traditional dishes that meet the minimum



standards of quality, safety, hygiene, comfort and are environmentally friendly. Tourists have
access to the unique, wild nature and biodiversity of national parks and reserves (Orams, M.B.,
1995: 3-8).

The main popular tourist and recreational areas of the East Kazakhstan region are North-east
(Belukhin), East (Markakol Lake), Central (Oskemen, Bukhtarma Coast), North (Ridder), Western
(Semey), South (Alakol Island). The main natural attractions of the South Altai are concentrated in
these territories, attracting numerous tourists not only from the CIS, but also from far abroad
(Pedersen, A., 1991: 61-74).

The development of ecological tourism in the East Kazakhstan region will contribute to the
successful development of the entire environmental complex of the region, as well as the
achievement of the main social and economic goal of the region - providing the population with
favourable environmental conditions as a determinant of healthy lifestyles and sustainable
development of society (Ross, S., Wall, G., 1999).

Ecological tourism pursues the goal of preserving the natural environment in its natural state
and brings a certain profit while satisfying the interests of local residents.

An integral characteristic of ecotourism is environmental education, which includes two
aspects:

i. informative - getting knowledge about the nature and culture of territories, ecological
patterns, etc .;

ii. ethical - the formation of ecological mentality - respect and understanding of nature and
traditional cultures, awareness of the need to preserve them.

The development of ecotourism is the most perfect and, perhaps, the only way to reduce the
negative impact on ecosystems because of tourist activities. The most important problem of
development of ecological tourism in the region is that at the moment there is no state program for
the development of ecotourism, and, consequently, there is no state support for this direction. At the
same time, one cannot say that ecological tourism in the region is not developed at all. There are
institutions, non-governmental organizations involved in the development of ecotourism and
develop eco-routes on their territories in order to develop ecotourism (Tickell, C., 1994).

Methods of research

Research methods and data using in this work are as follows: bibliographic, statistical,
systematic, comparative, official materials of state statistics bodies: The Ministry of Health of the
Republic of Kazakhstan, the Agency of Statistics of the Republic of Kazakhstan, the Statistics
Department of the East Kazakhstan region (Blamey, R.K., 2001). Literary sources on the theoretical
and methodological problems of ecological tourism in the Republic of Kazakhstan and also the
materials of specialized scientific journals, internet resources’ materials (Bran, F., Simon, T.,
Nistoreanu, P., 2000).

Results and discussion. Modern biological science has established that a global disturbance of
the ecological balance inevitably entails catastrophic consequences for the environment, which is an
integral part of the biosphere. The main objective of the conservation of biological diversity defined
by this Convention is first of all the preservation of the whole variety of microorganisms, flora and
fauna, as well as natural ecological systems, preventing their losses as a result of economic and
other activities (Wall, G., inJafari, J.(chief editor), 2000).

It can be concluded that Eastern Kazakhstan is a region with a unique landscape and natural
and climatic conditions. The natural and cultural diversity of confirms the status of attractive region
for tourists. All conditions for the development of a tourist product, characterized by dynamism and
diversity, are created here (Weaver, D.B., Lawton, L.J., 2007).

As the results of studies of tourist potential have shown, the East Kazakhstan region has great
opportunities for the development of ecological tourism. It is based on unique natural conditions
and landscapes, numerous natural, historical monuments, cultural and ethnic heritage of peoples
(Wu, Y.Y., Wang, H.L., 2007: 8-9).



However, despite the fact that ecological tourism differs from other types of tourism with a
negligible impact on the environment and does not need a particularly developed infrastructure,
activities in this direction face serious difficulties due to the fact that for the most part the
recreational and tourist infrastructure is still at the stage of formation. The economic potential of
ecological tourism is practically unlimited, however, for its formation and development,
considerable capital investments and costs will be required (Wu, Y.Y., Wang, H.L., Ho, Y.F., 2010:
739-743). Creation of the necessary infrastructure for ecological tourism will ensure the availability
of unique places of nature for tourists. It is necessary to create conditions for attracting investments
and private capital with the aim of implementing investment projects for environmental tourism
facilities, such as the construction of a tourist complex on the Rakhmanov Keys in the Belukha
Mountain region in the East Kazakhstan region, the construction of health-improving complexes,
recreation centres on the Markakol Lakes, Alakol and others (Petrov, K. V., 2013: 108-111).

Conclusion

Consequently, based on the literature already studied, it can be concluded that the
attractiveness of the East Kazakhstan region is determined primarily by the fact that nature on a vast
territory has been preserved in a natural state, practically unchanged by man. The high degree of
landscape and aesthetic appeal of landscapes, the abundance of interesting natural objects, as well
as the unique flora and fauna, allow us to recognize that East Kazakhstan is one of the region’s most
promising for organizing ecological tours (Pronkina, A. V., 2016: 127-129).

Under condition of competent development, ecological tourism can play not the last role in the
resolution of the modern social and economic crisis. The development of ecotourism in the East
Kazakhstan region needs new impulses. East Kazakhstan has vast territories with untouched nature,
unfortunately, until recently, the development of ecological tourism in the region was mostly
amateur. In recent years, there has been a trend towards the normal development of this type of
tourism (Miroshnichenko, P. N., 2007: 123-128).

Specifically, the development of ecotourism will help to preserve the natural beauty of the
unique territories of East Kazakhstan. Revenues from ecotourism will contribute to the development
of the economy (Nakatkov YU.S., 2001). A rational use of natural and cultural and historical tourist
resources will avoid many of the negative consequences of mass tourism.Thus, the realization of the
existing potential is possible only on the condition of a systematic and integrated approach to
solving problems that hinder the development of tourism.
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