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Kazachstan is so much more than
the country of Borat
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Pardakov is a PhD candidate at Al-Farabi University in Almaty, the Blote studenten op Snapchat:
biggest city in Kazakhstan, but currently also holds a position in ‘Hoort erbij’
Nijmegen. He has been here for three months, studying under his 07-C
second supervisor and religious studies expert Carl Sterkens. -
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Collaboration

Badhoud University is considering a formal partnership with Al-Farabi
University. A memorandurm of understanding should make it easier to
exchange both people and knowledge.

Political philosopher Evert van der
‘Kazakhstan straddles Zweerde and Carl Sterkens are in favour
of a close collaboration, Kazakhstan
wias once part of the Soviet Union, but
also part of the Arab and Turkish worlds.
China is beginning to exercise more influence after the country
reinvigorated the silk trade. 'Kazakhstan straddles several worlds) says
Van der Zweerde. 'That's what makes it such a fascinating country’

several worlds’

The country invests a great deal in research and innovation. According
to Pardakov, internationalisation is a top priofty. 'PhD students are
required to have a second foreign supervisor. For me that's Carl
Sterkens at Radboud University. | spent several months in Nijmegen
focusing on my research! Even master’s students at Al-Farabi Univeristy
have to spend at least ten days abroad.

Exception

Thanks to Kazakhstan's intemationalization ambitions, there are now
fifteen Kazak students in Mijmegen, according to the International
Office. The opposite is proving slightly more difficult. In the 2018/17
academic year, more than 170,000 euros was made available from the

[l WU

me| 0L @ @

O PGy | POy RSV P R RPRUR - P

N SIIE] wl o

e =
2 @& ol 1) g 00 05 B




